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While some are fi nding it a bit diffi cult 
to stay outside, with the mosquitoes treating you like 
an all-you-can-eat buffet, the summer heat and humidity at 
their peak and the tourist crowds in full swing for the Eisa 
Festival and Obon holidays, I’ve always found comfort in the 
cicadas buzzing and the warm breeze easing the tension in 
my muscles, inviting me to slow down and breathe.

You’re on island time now.

August has a way of reminding us to enjoy what’s left of 
summer before backpacks replace beach bags. Kadena FSS 
has some great sales and activities for back-to-school season, 
giving you every excuse to soak in those last few weeks of 
sunshine. Don’t miss our Back-to-School Movie Night and 
end-of-summer pool parties at Hagerstrom Pool, where you 
can cool off and make a few more summer memories.

Though we don’t have Coachella, we’re bringing you the next 
best thing. Craftchella, hosted by Kadena Arts and Crafts, is 
a fan favorite. So, all you crafty hippie babes, embrace the 
summer outfi t (you know, the one you’ve been putting off 
wearing because it might be a little “too much”) and make 
your way to Craftchella, where we’re bringing fun for all 
ages. We’ll have the beloved Oki manhole cover painting, the 
Hacksaw Creation Station, food trucks and so much more. 
You can also enter to win a Cricut machine, cornhole set or 
3D printer in our prize drawing. It’s the perfect excuse to 
spend the day creating something memorable with friends 
and family.

The Teen Center is introducing a new event to shine a light 
on bullying: Cruising for a Cause. We encourage people 
of all ages to come out, show their support and enjoy an 
awesome car show while helping raise awareness for an 
important cause.

The event will feature custom cars, motorcycles and a 
family-friendly “Hottest Wheels” showcase, where children 
can display their favorite toy cars, bikes, trucks or other 
ride-on toys in a designated safe area. Small medals 
will be awarded to all participants in the showcase, and 
trophies will recognize standout vehicles in the main car 
show, making it a fun day for the whole family and another 
opportunity to gather with the community.

As you know, we’re in the thick of PCS season, and with 
that we’d like to welcome all you fresh new faces to our 
beautiful little slice of the world. Whether you’re here for 
a few years or just getting settled, we hope Okinawa feels 
a little more like home with each passing day. In this issue 
of Venture, we’re spotlighting all the wonderful ways FSS 
is here to serve you. You’ll also fi nd an article on the hiring 
process at Kadena and how you can join our mission.

So, whether your August is fi lled with beach days, festival 
nights, discovering a new favorite spot or simply enjoying 
a slower pace, we hope this issue inspires you to get out, 
explore and make the most of everything Kadena FSS 
has to offer. Here’s to salty air, unforgettable sunsets and 
making the last weeks of summer some of the best yet.
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WEEKLY PROGRAMS

IN THE LOUNGE

Salsa Night: Mondays | 7 - 10 p.m. 
Country Line Dancing: Wednesdays | 7 - 10 p.m.
Karaoke: Thursdays | 7 - 10 p.m.
Live DJ: Fridays and Saturdays | 7 p.m. - 2 a.m.

IN HANABI’S

Smartphone Trivia: Tuesdays | 7 - 10 p.m. | 
Free for members, $5 for nonmembers. 
Teams of two; minimum eight participants.
Live DJ: Fridays | 9 p.m. - 2 a.m.
Latin Night: Saturdays | 9 p.m. - 2 a.m.

This month       at The Rocker ClubAUG

KAZOKU PLACE 

Members-Only Two-for-One Entrée Special
Tuesdays | 4 - 9 p.m.
Entrée options: 

Pasta primavera 
Shrimp and vegetable tempura 
London Broil  
Chicken parmigiano 

Each entrée includes a choice of house salad or cup 
of soup, two sides and fresh bread. Dine-in only; not 
available for takeout or pickup.

Drive-By Dinners
Thursdays | 4:30 - 6:30 p.m.
$12 per person | 10% member discount

August 6 | Kalua pork with steamed rice, macaroni salad 
and grilled pineapple

August 13 | Teriyaki chicken with steamed rice and 
macaroni salad

August 20 | Korean beef with steamed rice and 
                       cucumber kimchi
August 27 | Chicken adobo with steamed rice and lumpia

Pull up at the Rocker Club entrance on Hanabi’s side for 
assistance. Limited quantities available.

Mongolian BBQ Night
Thursdays | 4 - 9 p.m.
Build your own stir-fry meal with fresh ingredients. 
Only Mongolian BBQ will be served; the regular menu 
is unavailable.

Sunday Brunch Themes
Sundays | 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Week 1: All-American BBQ
Week 2: Italian
Week 3: Mexican
Week 4: Southern Picnic

Kids Night Special
Wednesdays | 4 - 9 p.m.
50% o�  | ages 5 - 12
Free | ages 4 and under
Children 12 and under receive discounted pricing with the 
purchase of an adult entrée. Dine-in only.

Retiree Club Member Appreciation
Friday, August 28 | 6 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Retirees receive an additional $1 discount with the 
purchase of a full breakfast or lunch entrée. Must show 
retired military ID and active club member card.

THE ROCKER CLUB
966-7372 | 036-868-2207
Bldg. 622 |          therockerkadena

USA
250

Learn more at ArmedForcesEntertainment.com
No official  
endorsement intended

Friday, August 21
Doors open | 7 p.m.
Event starts | 8 p.m.

Rocker Lounge

Free admission, open to all ranks and services ages 18 and over.

Closure
We are closed October 5 for Maintenance day.

THE ROCKER CLUB
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https://youtu.be/S4ibqfFefXE
https://youtu.be/HwkZ3aXid14
https://youtu.be/iUz6hGN2G3c
https://youtu.be/7Zml75tG_y8


SEASIDE RESTAURANT
966-7401 | 036-868-2213
Bldg. 3629A

August Special

Tender chicken
thighs marinated in sweet

soy sauce and pineapple juice, 
then grilled to perfection. 

Served with rice and full of 
island � avor.

FOOD

At American Engineering Corporation (AEC), 
our vision is “Pioneering global comfort from Okinawa.”

We strive to be a company that provides the highest standard of engineering, 
construction, and maintenance services to clients operating across borders.

OKINAWA HEAD OFFICE
7-11-47 Oyama, Ginowan-shi, Okinawa
901-2223 Japan

https://www.aec-japan.co.jp/en

Pioneering global comfort
from Okinawa.

Paid Advertisement. 
No Federal endorsement of advertiser.
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https://youtu.be/XHam5Uco1Xo


OUTPOST
AT EMERY LANES
966-7303 | Bldg. 113

Co� ee Cake Crumble | $7
Your favorite bakery treat just got a sub-
zero upgrade. Introducing the Co� ee Cake 
Frostbite — the ultimate blended treat that 
combines the warmth of cinnamon streusel 
with a crisp, frosty chill.

Blueberry Pie | $7
Summer in a cup. Introducing the Blueberry 
Cobbler Frostbite — a spectacular blend of 
sweet, bursting berries and buttery pastry 
goodness, served ice-cold to beat the heat.

FOOD

Paid Advertisement. No Federal endorsement of advertiser.

BUILD YOUR OWN PIZZA
Personal 10" Pizza — Unlimited Toppings, 

One Price: $11
Any Signature Pizza Available as a Personal 10"

Sauce Choices: 
Traditional, Robust, Spicy

Take & Bake: 
Take Home • Bake Fresh • Same Dough • Same Ingredients

Pizza Style: 
Well Done — Extra bake for crispier crust

TOPPINGS

Meats: Anchovies, Prosciutto, Pepperoni, 
Meatballs, Italian Sausage, Ham, Bacon

Veggies: Artichoke Hearts, Jalapeños, Roasted 
Sweet Red Peppers, Sun Dried Tomatoes, Red 
Onion, White Onion, Fresh Garlic, Cherry 
Tomatoes, Kalamata Olives, Black Olives, Green 
Olives, Fresh Baby Spinach, Arugula, Green 
Peppers, Mushrooms, Pineapple, Fresh Basil

Cheeses: Mozzarella, Gorgonzola, Pecorino 
Romano, Asiago, Parmesan Reggiano, Ricotta

your way!

DOUGH PIZZERIA
966-7426 | 036-868-2212 | Bldg. 455

VENTURE | KADENAFSS.COM 11



Grilled chicken breast on a bed of rice and black beans, 
topped with house-made pico and tortilla strips.
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JAPANESE CURRY LIBRARY -EXPLORE JAPAN,
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“Paid Ad. No Federal endorsement of advertiser intended.”

PAID AD.
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Merchandise from the globally popular game 
“Minecraft” all in one place. 
EVERYTHING MINECRAFT opens on the 4th fl oor of AEON MALL 
Okinawa Rycom in July 2026! Exclusive items you can’t get anywhere 
else will delight fans. Browse popular plush toys, stationery, 
keychains and more to fi nd your favorites.

Paid Ad. No Federal endorsement of advertiser intended.

Your Smile, Our Pleasure.

English-Speaking Service Available

MAP:WEBSITE:

dentalrycom@gmail.com
Phone: 080-4149-0711

• Cleaning, Exam
• Cosmetic dentistry

TRICARE is a registered trademark of the 
Department of Defense, Defense Health Agency.
All rights reserved.

Inside AEON MALL
Okinawa Rycom, 2nd Floor

• Cavity treatment
• Invisalign® and more

Paid Ad. No federal endorsement of advertiser intended. 

Mon, Tue, Fri & Sat • 10 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
3:30 - 7 p.m.

Wed, Thu & Sun • Closed

@KadenaFSSTV
For You

Don’t miss a beat—subscribe to KadenaFSS TV on 
YouTube and catch all the action, from base events, 
Kadena Eats to Okinawa Cultural Corner and more!

Catch us live every week to 
fi nd out what’s happening with 

Kadena FSS in Okinawa, Japan! 

Tune in to AFN on the go with the AFN Go app!

FSS Hour | Wednesdays | 9 - 10 a.m. 
Monthly Feature | 1st Monday | 9 - 10 a.m. 

FSS Eats! | 2nd Monday | 8 - 9 a.m.
FSS Spotlight | 2nd and 4th Friday | 3 - 3:30 p.m. 

VENTURE | KADENAFSS.COM 17

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCBNxJvHNQWlyJjWjyBgDKtA


There is something electrifying about 
the atmosphere inside an Okinawan 
bull� ghting arena. Families pack into 

the stands with snacks in hand, children 
lean over the railings and the air is � lled 
with anticipation as people talk and wait. 
Then the gates open, two massive bulls step 
into the ring and the crowd goes completely 
quiet. It feels as though centuries of 
tradition are unfolding just a few feet away.

Locally, the sport is known as tōgyū in 
Japanese and ushiōrasē in the Okinawan 
dialect, and it is nothing like the Spanish 
version many people picture. There are no 
matadors, swords or bloodshed. Instead, two 
bulls go head-to-head in a contest of strength, 
determination and instinct. The goal is simple: 
Push the other bull backward until it turns 
away or retreats. Once there is a clear winner, 
handlers quickly separate the animals, and 
both bulls leave the ring together.

Article by Lydia Rothstein | Photography by Marina Chayka

CULTURAL CORNEROki

Plans starting at $55.95

MULTI-GIG

FAST  &  EASY SIGN-UP

Choose From Several Plans

Unlimited Data Usage

True Gigabit Fiber Service From

Wired Port

No Installation Fees

No Contract Commitments

No Additional Equipment Needed

For More Information, Call Us At

03-6868-2300  or +1-415-692-8300

ASK US ABOUT A 

TWO-WEEK FREE TRIAL!
 Any Military Installation!
 The Fastest Internet on

ASK US ABOUT OTHER

OPTIONS IN THE DORMS!

DORM FIBER INTERNET

Paid Ad. No Federal endorsement of advertiser intended.

 WI-FI
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The sport dates back to the 17th century, when 
farmers gathered to test the strength of their working 
cattle after long days in the � elds. What began as 
informal competitions gradually became organized 
events and remains an important part of community 
life across Okinawa, especially in Uruma, Okinawa 
City and Motobu. Today, standout bulls are treated 
like local celebrities. Fans know them by name and 
follow their careers with the same enthusiasm others 
reserve for baseball or sumo.

Watching a match is not just about 
the animals. It is also about the people 
who work closely with them. Before 
each bout, handlers guide their bulls 
into the arena, keeping them calm and 
encouraging them as they prepare to 
compete. During the contest, handlers 
remain nearby, carefully watching the 
animals and stepping in as soon as the 
match naturally reaches its conclusion. 
The relationship between handler and 
bull is built over years of daily care 
and training.

The contests themselves are surprisingly 
tactical. Some bulls charge with 
explosive bursts of power, while others 
rely on patience, wearing down their 
opponent with steady pressure. A match 
may last only a few seconds or continue 
for several minutes, with momentum 
shifting back and forth as the crowd 
cheers each advantage. It feels less like a 
� ght and more like a test of endurance, 
where patience can be just as important 
as strength.

Outside the arena, the atmosphere 
resembles a neighborhood festival. 
Food stalls serve Okinawan favorites, 
longtime supporters gather to catch up, 
and visitors are often welcomed into an 
event that remains deeply rooted in the 
local community. Even those attending 
for the � rst time quickly understand 
why families return year after year.

What stays with many visitors is not 
just the spectacle but the strong sense of 
community surrounding it. Okinawan 
bull� ghting o� ers a glimpse into the 
islands through traditions rooted in 
agriculture, local pride and generations 
of careful stewardship. 

Those interested in attending can 
purchase tickets through Kadena ITT. 

Long after the � nal match ends 
and the arena empties, it is the 
connection among people, animals and 
heritage that linger, o� ering a deeper 
understanding of Okinawa beyond its 
beaches and turquoise waters.

VENTURE | KADENAFSS.COM 21



K ADENA IT T
966-7333 | 036-868-2226 | Bldg. 455
Inside Schilling Community Center

Manza 
Ocean Park

¥3,500 per person | ages 3 and over

Upcoming 
O� -Island Tours

Tokyo
November 26 - 29
December 20 - 24

Make unforgettable memories this 
summer with adventures across 

Okinawa, from water attractions to 
cultural experiences. 

Ryukyu Yokai
Now - August 31

¥1,500 | ages 18 and over
¥600 | ages 12-17
¥500 | ages 5-11

Reserve your spot today with Kadena ITT.

Minna Island
Saturday, August 1 | 7:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.

$40 | Ages 12 and over
$25 | Ages 6 - 11

$6 | Ages 5 and under

Komaka Island
Sunday, August 2 | 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.

$59 | Ages 13 and over
$51 | Ages 4 - 12

Tokashiki Island
Sunday, August 9 | 7:30 a.m. - 6:30 p.m.

$78 | Ages 12 and over
$70 | Ages 6 -11

$20 | Ages 5 and under

LEISURE & 
RECREATION

UNITE
632-7220 | 070-3802-8959
Bldg. 721 | 1st Floor, Room D-110 
(next to MPF Customer Support Desk)

Eligibility:
Eligible for USAF/USSF active duty, ANG and reservists; DAF 
civilians (GS/NAF); local nationals (IHA/MLC) and TDY units. 
Dependents may receive funding on an invitational basis. 
Events must be for unit cohesion and recreation. Military-related or 
dining-only events are not authorized.

With Unite, make the most of Okinawa’s 
beautiful summer with a variety of unforgettable 
adventures. Contact A1C Stephanie Watkins and 
SSgt Kanysha Vongsaath to learn how Unite 
funds are here to support you and your team 
with fun, cohesive activities!

VENTURE | KADENAFSS.COM 2322 VENTURE | KADENAFSS.COM



PGM Hotel Resort Okinawa invites you to discover a new level of luxury, where 
elegant accommodations, exceptional dining, and the natural beauty of Okinawa 
come together to create an unforgettable escape just a short drive away.

Enjoy Michelin-starred authentic Edomae sushi 
from Ginza Sushi Kanesaka without leaving 
Okinawa, where the traditions of Tokyo’s
renowned sushi culture are brought to your 
table with exceptional craftsmanship.

Grand Opening on July 3, 2026

Paid Ad. 
No federal endorsement 
of advertiser intended.

Then, unwind at SEAMEN’S Steakhouse 
and indulge in premium Japanese Wagyu, 
thoughtfully prepared and served in an 
elegant setting that blends re� ned dining 
with warm hospitality.

Tokyo’s � nest is now closer than ever.

OKUMA BEACH
Okuma Beach | 631-1991
Lodging Reservations | 098-962-1991
Surfside Grill & Bar | 098-962-1805
Okuma Outdoor Recreation | 631-1815
Massage Reservations | 090-6856-8276

Large Groups
Dunes Condo*
Turtles’ Nest Beach House
Oasis Bungalow*

Romantic Getaway
Ai Beach Cottage*

Studios and Suites
Suite
Suite Plus
Studio Premier
Studio
Pet-Friendly Room*

Beachfront Cottages
Bayside Cottage
Sunset Villa
Palm Grove Cabin
Hai Sai Cabin

*Rooms marked with an asterisk require
phone reservations.

OKUMA BEACH
Your Beachside Escape

PLAN YOUR ESCAPE
KadenaFSS.com/Okuma
Book your stay online in just a few clicks.

Whether you’re planning a romantic escape, a weekend 
with friends or a fun-� lled family vacation, Okuma o� ers 
a variety of accommodations to suit every group. Your 
perfect stay starts here.

2525VENTURE VENTURE || KADENAFSS.COM KADENAFSS.COM

https://youtu.be/zg-Dr0jFpWI
https://youtu.be/VKUR59lpwco


BANYAN TREE GOLF COURSE 
966-7321 | Bldg. 12

FORE FUN
Tip n’ Tuck
Saturday, August 8 | 7 a.m.
Four-person scramble
Registration deadline | Monday, August 3
$50 per person, plus green and cart fees

KADENA CUP SERIES
Tee times will be assigned throughout the day. 
Players must play in at least 3 of the Kadena cup series to 
qualify for the Kadena Cup Championship.

Summer Classic
Saturday, August 22
Individual stroke play
Registration deadline | Monday, August 17
$60 per person, plus green and cart fees

Club Championship
September 12 - 13
Individual Stroke Play
Registration Deadline | Monday, September 7
$120 per person, plus green and cart fee for both days

LEISURE & 
RECREATION

CHIBANA GOLF COURSE CHIBANA GOLF COURSE 
966-7327 | Bldg 55061966-7327 | Bldg 55061

Friday, August 14
Shotgun start | 5:30 p.m.

2-person alternate shot
$25 per person | includes green fee and pushcart

Enjoy an evening of golf, followed by a pizza dinner, ra�  e prizes
 and the announcement of tournament winners.

CHIBANA GOLF COURSE

VENTURE | KADENAFSS.COM26



OUTDOOR RECREATION 
966-7343 | 036-868-2229 | Bldg. 614
We o� er rental equipment from bounce houses to bicycles 
and camping gear too! 
We can also host your next Archery Tag Party! 
               @KadenaOutdoorRecreation

TRIPS
Mangrove Kayaking  
Saturday, August 1 | 6 - 11:30 a.m.
$80 per person | ages 6 and over  

NEW Beachcombing
Tuesday, August 4 | 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
Wednesday, August 12 | 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
$20 | ages 4 and over

Night Kayaking  
Friday, August 14 | 6 - 10 p.m.
$100 | ages 6 and over  

Snorkeling with Whale Sharks 
Saturday, August 22 | 8 - 11 a.m.  
$99 | ages 6 and over

Hiking in the Japanese Alps and 
Cultural Experiences
October 9 - 12
Explore Japan through adventure and tradition. Climb 
two iconic mountains and experience iaijutsu and the tea 
ceremony. Register now at the ODR front desk.

August 6 - 8  
Experience a traditional Okinawan tug-of-war event 
and connect with the local community. Participants 
help create the giant rope and take part in the festival. 
The event also includes time to enjoy Tokashiki Island 
in Kerama National Park, featuring clear beaches, 
snorkeling and guided cultural activities.

September 4 - 7
Stay at LODGE Denbey in the heart of Nozawa Onsen. 
Explore scenic trails, hike or ride the gondola for summit 
views and relax in the village’s natural hot springs. 
The onsen is tattoo friendly.

Sign up now at ODR.

Archery
Intro to Archery Class
Saturday, August 29 | 3 - 4 p.m.
Archery Practice
Every Saturday | 4 - 6 p.m. 

Operation: Plastic Vanguard 
Friday, August 28 | 3 - 7 p.m. 
Location | Kadena Outdoor Recreation
$25 per person | ages 16 and over
This event supports morale and welfare initiatives 
by o� ering a structured, team-oriented activity that 
encourages focus, attention to detail and creative 
problem-solving. It provides a relaxed environment for 
o� -duty participation and team building, supporting
mental readiness and unit cohesion.

Tokashiki Tug-of-War 
Cultural & Nature 
Tour (2 Nights / 3 Days)

Pedal, Peak & Soak 
Nozawa Onsen 
E-bike Escape

LEISURE & 
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K ADENA MARINA
Dive Shop | 036-868-2228 
Bldg. 3500        
     @KadenaFSSMarina

NATIONAL SCUBA DAY 
Kids Bubble Makers Class
Thursday, August 6 | 10 a.m. - noon 
$90 per child | ages 8 - 10 
Fairchild Pool 
In honor of National Scuba Day, introduce young 
adventurers to scuba diving through a fun, supervised 
experience that builds con� dence and basic 
underwater skills.

Family Snorkel
Friday, August 14 |  11 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
Torii Beach (Runway Lights)
Discover the beauty of Okinawa's underwater world with 
a family-friendly snorkeling adventure. 
All gear is included.

Try2Buy
Try before you buy with our new Try2Buy scuba demo 
program. Test real gear in the water and � nd the perfect 
� t before you commit.

Demo Pricing:

Available brands: 
Aqua Lung | XS Scuba | TUSA | Oceanic

Demo fees and refundable deposit are required (credited 
toward purchase if bought). Rental loan paperwork and 
damage recovery terms apply.

1 Day 3 Days Deposit
BCD’s $15 $30 $50
Fins $12 $24 $30
Masks $12 $24 $30
Regulators $15 $30 $50

LEISURE & 
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K ADENA AQUATICS
634-7665 
Fairchild Pool | Bldg. 1988
              @KadenaAquatics

Back-to-School 
Hours
Starting August 16
Hagerstrom Pool
Weekends and holidays | 11 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Weekdays | closed

Fairchild Pool
Weekdays | 5 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Weekends and holidays | closed
First Wednesday of the month | closed

Movie Night!
Saturday, August 8 
5 - 7  p.m. 
Visit Hagerstrom Pool for a back-to-
school movie night. Free entry.

Children must pass the Kadena Aquatics swim 
test to swim without active supervision.

FOLLOW US!

KADENAFSS.COM

KADENA FSS

KADENA FSS

KADENAFSS TV
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SCHILLING 
COMMUNIT Y CENTER
634-1387 | Bldg. 455
              @KadenaCommunityCenter 

Driver’s Education 
$300 | class fee
For � rst-time adult drivers, teens and active duty 
members. The class fee includes classroom instruction 
and six hours of behind-the-wheel training with 
experienced instructors. Day and evening classes are 
available for teens and � rst-time adult drivers.

Japanese Conversation Classes  
Mondays or Wednesdays | 5 - 6:30 p.m.
$40 registration fee | includes four classes

Guitar Lessons 
Monday - Friday
$70 per month | 30-minute sessions | includes 4 sessions
Contact Schilling Community Center for scheduling.

Ballroom and Salsa Dance Lessons 
Thursdays | 5:45 - 6:45 p.m.
$60 for four lessons
Step into the rhythm with our Ballroom and Salsa Dance 
Lessons! Whether you’re a beginner or want to brush up 
your skills, this is your chance to learn!
To register, stop by the Schilling Community Center

STEM Science
Thursdays | 4 - 5 p.m. 
$40 per month 
Registration required.
1st and 3rd Thursday | ages 6 - 9
2nd and 4th Thursday | ages 10 - 12

Wednesday, August 19 | 5 - 7 p.m.

Games begin | 6 p.m.
Schilling Ballroom 
Theme | Minecraft

Level up game night with Team Schilling at this month’s Level up game night with Team Schilling at this month’s 
Minecraft–themed family bingo.Minecraft–themed family bingo.

$10 per player | expert level (eligible for adult prize)$10 per player | expert level (eligible for adult prize)
$5 per player | beginner level (eligible for child prize)$5 per player | beginner level (eligible for child prize)

Friday, August 14 | 5 - 8 p.m. 
Schilling Garden

Featuring: “Hopper”

Spend your night under the stars and join us for 
an outdoor movie – al fresco style! Meet us in the 

garden with your lawn chairs and blankets. 

In case of bad weather, screening will move indoors 
to the Schilling Ballroom. 

Saturday, August 15 
5 p.m. - midnight
Get ready for an electrifying night of gaming 
action. Enjoy tournaments, casual play and live 
shout casting as the excitement of esports comes 
to the community. Starting in August you are 
now able to play table top games as well. 

Friday, August 7 | FREE!
Outdoor Rec Lawn

5 - 6 p.m. | free play (all ages - no signs up required)
6:30 - 7:30 p.m. | ages 7 - 9 Tournament
7:30- 8:30 p.m | ages 10 - 14 Tournament

Fast-paced action, foam dart glory and bragging rights are 
all on the line. Whether you’re a tactical mastermind or a 
chaotic blaster enthusiast, this battle� eld has a spot with 
your name on it. Nerf blasters and foam darts provided. 

KUMON (Math / Japanese)
Tuesdays and Fridays | 3 - 6 p.m.
1st and 3rd Thursdays | 3 - 6 p.m.
30-minute sessions
$75 per month for 1 subject 
$150 per month for both subjects
Math | ages 5 - 18
Japanese | ages 5 and over
Registration required.

Cyber Cafe
Check out our new seating areas with charging ports.
Free use of CAC-enabled computers.
A nominal fee applies for faxing and printing.

Room Reservations

Ballroom Rental
Capacity: 120 people
$35 for one hour
$65 for two hours
$80 for three hours
$30 for each additional hour

Shi-Shi Room Rental
Capacity: 36 people
$20 for one hour
$25 for two hours
$35 for three hours
$15 for each additional hour

Whether you need space for a meeting or are planning a 
rockin' party, we have a room for you. Fees apply for non-
mission-essential reservations. All reservations are � rst 
come, � rst served. Visit the front desk to start planning 
today.

NERF Wars

Night Ops

Registration opens via WebTrac on August 1 at 10 a.m.
Pre-registered individuals may purchase 

additional cards on the day of the program. 

LEISURE & 
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EMERY L ANESEMERY L ANES
966-7303 | Bldg. 113966-7303 | Bldg. 113

National Bowling Day
Saturday, August 8
$2 Specials
Games, shoe rental, fries, drinks and hot dogs.

Maintenance Day Closure
Wednesday, August 26

Sunday Family Day
Wrap up your weekend with family and friends at 
Emery Lanes. For just $50 per lane, receive one hour of 
unlimited bowling, shoe rental, a large one-topping pizza 
and a 16-ounce drink for up to four people.

Friday, August 21
6 - 9 p.m.
$15 per person
Enjoy an evening just for the ladies, with 
chances to win a designer handbag and other 
great prizes.

Pins & 
Pampering

LEISURE & 
RECREATION

K ARING KENNELS
Boarding Facility
036-868-2235 | DSN: 966-7339
Monday - Saturday | 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Sunday | 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Federal holidays | Closed
Grooming Salon Walk-ins | 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Tropical Heat Challenges
Okinawa’s humidity can cause matting, hot spots, 
skin irritation and overheating. Regular grooming 
helps prevent these issues and keeps pets cool and 
comfortable.

Shedding Season
Many pets shed heavily during summer. Deshedding 
treatments reduce loose fur, improve air� ow to the 
skin and help keep your home cleaner.

OUR CUSTOMER FAVORITE:
Bark2Basics
From deep-cleaning shampoos to nourishing conditioners 
and � nishing sprays, Bark2Basics delivers reliable 
results for any coat type or skin concern. Bark2Basics 
products are safe for both cats and dogs. Shampoos and 
conditioners can be diluted 16-to-1 for added value.

Summer Services to Book Now
• Deshedding Treatments — Ideal for thick-coated

breeds and pets struggling with the heat.
• Paw and Pad Care — Helps protect paws from hot

pavement and rough terrain.
• Sanitary and Hygiene Trims — Keeps pets clean and

comfortable in humid weather.

Get Your Pets Summer-Ready
at Karing Kennels

Why Summer Grooming 
Matters in Okinawa

Schedule Your Summer Grooming 
Appointment
Our grooming team is ready to help your pets stay 
cool, clean and comfortable all summer. Whether 
you are new to Kadena or a longtime resident, we 
are here to support your family’s furry companions 
through Okinawa’s hottest months.

Grooming Salon
Open Monday through Saturday, with walk-in nail 
trims available from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. A variety of 
grooming products is available to suit every pet’s 
needs, including hypoallergenic, oatmeal and 
deshedding options.
Create a pro� le and request appointments at 
karingkennels.portal.gingrapp.com.
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SHOGUN AUTO CARE CENTER
Bldg. 1436
Repair Center 
966-7356 | 036-868-2232
Mon - Fri,  8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

U-Wrench-It & Parts Store
966-7355 | 036 - 868 -2221
Mon - Fri, 8 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Sat, 8 a.m. - 6 p.m. | Sun, 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Holidays, 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Tire Safety Reminder
Proper tire in� ation is key to safe driving and vehicle 
performance. Maintaining the correct PSI improves 
handling, extends tire life and enhances fuel e�  ciency, 
helping you get the most out of every mile.

Tire Services
We o� er a full range of tire services, including sales, 
mounting, balancing and disposal. Whether you are 
replacing worn tires or upgrading your set, we provide 
convenient, professional service in one stop. Don’t see 
your size in stock? Most tires can be special ordered with 
delivery in three to � ve days.

Resale Store
Find quality automotive items at a� ordable prices in our 
resale store. From car accessories to hard-to-� nd parts, 
we o� er a wide selection of products to meet your needs. 
If you are looking for a speci� c repair part, bring your 
vehicle title and our sta�  will help ensure you get the 
correct � t the � rst time.

Now in stock: 
JDM plastic model cars. 

Build a scale version of your vehicle 
and enjoy the details of your ride in 
a new form. This hands-on hobby 
o� ers a relaxing and rewarding way
to appreciate automotive design and
craftsmanship. Don’t see your model?
Ask about special orders, and our team
will check availability.

Model Cars

LEISURE & 
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KADENA ARTS & CRAFTS
Bldg. 455 | 036 - 868-2216
Mon - Sat | 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sun, Holidays, Readiness Days | Closed

Enjoy crafts, food trucks, a bounce house, 
vendors, prizes and more. Get ready for a 
day of creativity, fun and community! 
Arts & Crafts will be closed in support of 
the event.

ADMISSION
$8 | ages 12 and over
$5 | ages 2-12

PRIZE DRAWINGS
• Scroll saw
• Cornhole set
• 3D printer

10 A.M. 
- 4 P.M.

SAT  AUG 22
SCHILLING CENTER 
BALLROOM

WOOD WORKSHOP: 
Come learn how to use 
a scroll saw with expert 
instruction from master 
woodworkers at Kadena 
Wood Shop. The scroll 
saw is used to cut intricate 
shapes. Open to ages 8 and 
over; children ages 8 - 15 
must be accompanied by 
an adult.

MANHOLE COVER ART: 
Paint designs from different 
cities. Make a free print on 
paper or bring a garment for 
a $5 print.

MICRO CLASSES: 
Enjoy demonstrations 
featuring Kokeshi doll 
painting, resin art, sweets 
decorating and more.

CRAFT VENDORS: 
Shop unique handmade 
items from on-site vendors.

No federal endorsement 
of sponsor intended.

Sponsored 
in part by:
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Patrons can print up to 30 single-sided 
black-and-white pages or 15 double-sided 
pages per use. Library sta�  are available to 
assist with basic computer needs, printing 
setup and general resource questions 
during regular operating hours.

Library Hours
Mon - Tue | 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Wed | 10 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Thur - Sat | 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Sunday and Holidays | closed

The Kadena Base Library provides all 
Department of Defense ID cardholders access 
to public computers and printing services. 

KADENA LIBRARY
Bldg. 451 | 634-1502

Vanilla mix | 315 cal.Vanilla mix | 315 cal.
Jasmine tea | 22 cal.Jasmine tea | 22 cal.
Condensed milk | 130 cal.Condensed milk | 130 cal.
Cinnamon powder | 2.5 cal.Cinnamon powder | 2.5 cal.
Whipped cream | 45 cal.Whipped cream | 45 cal.
Total: 514 cal.Total: 514 cal.

SALE

BACK TO
SCHOOL

Tuesday, August 11

Kadena Fitness & Sports Pro Shop

10% off all
products.

K ADENA FITNESS & SPORTS 
COMPLEX
Habu Fitness Center | Bldg. 449
634-3866 | Open 24/7
Manned hours | 5 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Risner Fitness Center | Bldg. 109 
634-5128 | Open 24/7
Manned hours | 5 a.m. - 10 p.m.

RisN’ Shine 
Mon - Fri | 7 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Sat and Sun | 7 a.m. - 3 p.m. 

Massage Therapy 
634-5128
Daily | 7:30 a.m. - 7:30 p.m.

Sports Pro Shop 
Bldg. 109 | 966-7431 | 036-868-2230 
Mon - Fri | 8 a.m. - 7 p.m. 
Sat and Sun | 7 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Functional Fitness Classes
Monday - Friday | 5 - 6 a.m., 6 - 7 a.m. and 
5:30 - 6:30 p.m.
Saturday | 7:30 - 8:30 a.m.

Fundamentals Class
Saturday, August 8
$30 | one-time fee
Risner Fitness Center
Pay the one-time fee and attend the three-hour 
Fundamentals class before joining group classes. 
Functional � tness uses varied, high-intensity movements 
focused on safety, e� ectiveness and e�  ciency to increase 
work capacity in and out of the gym. 

Wednesday, August 12 
10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Habu Fitness Center 

Complete the challenge and earn a 
commemorative T-shirt and patch. 

Participants must have a spotter to compete. 
No registration is required. For more information, 
contact A1C Daniela Ortiz at daniela.ortiz.1@us.af.mil.

Above All Fit Camp
$20 per session, per person
August 3 - 28 (12 Sessions)
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays | 5 - 6 a.m.
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Fridays | 3:30 - 4:30 p.m.

Personal Training
Our trainers are certi� ed in NASM, ISSA and ACE. They 
assist with weight loss, strength training, cardiovascular 
� tness, nutrition and muscle development.
$50 per session | individual training
$35 per session | small group training (2 - 10)

Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu
Monday - Thursday | 6:30 - 9 p.m. (gi)
Friday | 6:30 - 9 p.m. (no gi)
Saturday | 9:30 a.m. - noon (sparring)
$100 per month | $50 for two weeks | $20 per class
Ages 18 and over | Active-duty members, DoD employees 
and families

Karate Classes
$70 per month
This class is an e� ective system of self-defense based on 
the movements of the dragon, tiger and crane. It is known 
for powerful body conditioning and explosive striking 
techniques.

Massage Therapy
Treat yourself to relaxation. The Risner Fitness Center 
o� ers massage therapy with various styles to help you
unwind and recover from everyday stressors.
$40 | 30 minutes $55 | 60 minutes
$70 | 75 minutes  $85 | 90 minutes
$100 | 120 minutes
Customers must pay at the time of booking.

Contact the Risner Fitness Center front desk for more 
information and to book your next class or massage today! 

500/1300 lbs 
Challenge

LEISURE & 
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Welcome to FSS
I still remember arriving in Okinawa four 

years ago after nearly 30 hours of travel. 
The warm, humid air was unlike anything 

we had experienced before. Exhausted but 
relieved, we checked into Shogun Inn late that 
evening. A hot shower, a comfortable room and 
the realization that we had � nally reached our 
new home made all the di� erence.

The next morning, it was time to begin in-
processing. Even after nine PCS moves, I still 
enjoy discovering what each new installation 
has to o� er. One of the best ways to get 
acquainted with Kadena is by attending the 
Information Fair hosted by the Military 
and Family Readiness Center. Held every 
Thursday morning at the Rocker Club as part 
of newcomers orientation, the fair connects 
newcomers and long-time residents with 
base agencies, local businesses, and the many 
programs available through FSS.

Families will � nd a wealth of resources. Child 
& Youth Programs sta�  are available to answer 
questions about childcare and youth services 
for all ages. The Teen Center o� ers clubs, � eld 
trips, classes, dances, lock-ins and special events 
that help teens stay active and connected. 
Children ages 9 to 12 can explore opportunities 
through the Youth Center, including art, 
STEAM activities and culture clubs that build 
practical skills and foster cultural connections.

For those pursuing educational goals, the 
Education Center provides support with 
tuition assistance, testing services, degree 
planning and career counseling. Home to 
two universities, it is an excellent resource for 
personal and professional growth.

Article by Ela Toombs
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After exploring the Information Fair, stop 
by the Daily Grind for a co� ee and a treat. 
When it comes to dining, FSS o� ers a variety of 
options across the installation. Enjoy a burger 
and entertainment at Hanabi’s Restaurant 
and Bar, take in ocean views at Seaside 
Restaurant, grab brick-oven pizza at Chippers 
at Chibana Golf Course or enjoy familiar 
favorites at Chili’s.

August is the hottest month in Okinawa, 
making it a great time to enjoy the island’s 
water activities. Hagerstrom Pool o� ers 
recreational swimming, waterslides and 
obstacle courses, while Fairchild Pool provides 
lap swimming and year-round lessons for 
children and adults.

If you prefer the ocean, Kadena Marina o� ers 
diving and snorkeling classes as well as kayak, 
paddleboards and jet ski rentals. Information, 
Tickets & Travel and Outdoor Recreation also 
organize excursions to local beaches and nearby 
islands, making it easy to experience Okinawa’s 
natural beauty.

Looking for indoor fun? Emery Lanes is a 
great place to gather with family and friends for 
bowling and seasonal specials.

Moving to a new base can feel overwhelming, 
but it also marks the start of an exciting 
new chapter. At Kadena, FSS is committed 
to helping you feel welcome, supported and 
connected from day one. Whether you are 
pursuing education, � nding activities for 
your family, enjoying great food or exploring 
Okinawa, there is something here for everyone.

For more information about FSS 
programs, services, events and 
opportunities, be sure to look 
through the Venture Magazine 
or visit kadenafss.com to start 
exploring all that your new home 
has to o� er.
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Youth Center Rec Room 
Membership Enrollment
$90 per year (prorated) | ages 9 - 12

Open Recreation Room Hours
Monday | 2 - 6 p.m.
Tuesday | 1 - 6 p.m.
Wednesday-Friday | 2 - 6 p.m.
No school days | noon - 6 p.m.

Membership Perks
• Daily access to the recreation room
• Discounted � eld trips and specialty clubs, including

Torch Club, Art Club and Triple Play
• Monthly membership day with free food, games and

prizes
• Daily bus service from Kadena Middle School
• Visit during open hours for a tour led by a current

member.

YOUTH CENTER
634-0500 | Bldg. 1849

End of Summer Pool Party!
Friday, August 14 | 7 - 9 p.m.
End of Summer Pool Party at the Fairchild Pool with 
music, pizza and fun! The event is open to recreation 
room members only. Sign up on CYPBMS.

Membership Appreciation Day
Friday, August 28 | 3:30 p.m.

NEW INSTRUCTORS WANTED

The Kadena Youth Center is searching for new 
instructors for Cheer, Tumbling, Dance, Piano, Drums, 
Guitar and more!

Visit the Youth Center for more information and 
to apply.

FAMILY

If you’ve lived here long enough, there’s a good 
chance you’ve faced a late-night pet emergency. 
Maybe your dog ate something that defi nitely 
wasn’t food, or your cat decided to be extra curious. 
Whatever the case, fi nding reliable after-hours 
veterinary information in the middle of a stressful 
situation can feel like its own emergency. Outdated 
websites and dead-end searches don’t help when 
time matters.

After fi nding myself in that situation, I went looking 
for a better resource. As it turns out, the answer 
was posted right on my veterinarian’s door.

The Okinawa Veterinary Medical Association 
operates an after-hours emergency veterinary 
service that connects pet owners with the clinic 
on duty. Participating clinics rotate coverage 
around the island according to a scheduled roster, 
meaning the veterinarian on call may not be the 
clinic closest to your home. The service is intended 
for emergency cases only and operates from 
8 to 11 p.m.

One thing to keep in mind is that English-speaking 
staff are not guaranteed. Language availability can 
vary depending on who is on duty that evening.
That doesn’t mean you shouldn’t call. It simply 
means a little preparation can go a long way.

Many newer smartphones offer built-in 
live translation features that can translate 
conversations in real time. Some devices can 
translate phone calls directly, while others allow 
voice-to-text translation through apps. If your 
phone supports it, take a few minutes to explore 
the feature before you need it.

As with most things in Okinawa, a little planning 
ahead can make life much easier. 
Save the number. Test your phone translation. 
Then, hopefully, you’ll never need any of it. But if 
your pet decides that common sense is optional at 
9 p.m. on a Wednesday, you’ll be glad you did.

After-Hours Emergency Veterinary Service
Okinawa Veterinary Medical Association
Phone: 098-833-6067
Hours: 8 to 11 p.m.

Article and photography: Marina Chayka

Do you have an Okinawa-related question or pro tip you want to share?

LifeAfterLanding@kadenafss.com

For many of us, 
pets are family. 
Whether they made the PCS 
journey to Okinawa with you or 
you happened to rescue a four-
legged local who won you over 
with a cute face, they’re part of 
the household.
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INSTRUCTIONAL CLASSES
Visit the Youth Center now to join the waitlist!
Classes meet once a week for four sessions per month 
unless otherwise speci� ed.

STEAM, Tech & Language with KOEIGO
Project-Based STEAM | ages 6 - 15
Animation Studio | ages 9 - 14
3D Design & Printing | ages 9 - 14
Digital Art & Design | ages 6 - 15
Robotics & Coding | ages 6 - 15
Math Tutoring | ages 6 - 9
UFLI Reading & Literacy Tutoring | ages 6 and over
All classes $60 per month.

Music
Piano
$65 per month | ages 4 and over
Keyboard Harmonica 
$45 per month | ages 3 - 4
Violin
$65 per month | ages 5 and over
Guitar
$65 per month | ages 5 and over
Sanshin
$65 per month | ages 9 and over

Pottery
2 classes per week, 8 classes per month.
Pottery 1 
$65 per month | ages 5 - 8 
Pottery 2 
$70 per month | ages 9 and over

Dance
Daddy, Mommy and Me 
$45 per month | ages 18 months - 2 years
Preschool Ballet
$45 per month | ages 3 - 4
Preschool Ballet and Tap 
$45 per month | ages 3 - 4
Introduction to Ballet 
$45 per month | ages 5 - 7
Ballet 1 
$55 per month | ages 7 - 9
Ballet 2
$55 per month | placement required
Ballet 3
$82.50 per month | placement required
Ballet 4 Advanced/Pre-Pointe
$165 per month | placement required
Jazz Theatre 1
$45 per month | ages 6 - 8

Jazz Theatre 2 and 3 
$55 per month | placement required
Welcome to Jazz and Ballet
$55 per month | ages 9 and over
Lyrical Modern Junior 
$45 per month | ages 6 - 8
Lyrical Modern Senior 
$55 per month | ages 9 and over
Introduction to Hip-Hop 
$30 per month | ages 7 and over
Dancing Divas (Jazz/Modern) 
$145 per month | placement required
Rhythm Rebels (Hip-Hop/Contemporary)
$137.50 per month | placement required

Karate
White Belt
$45 per month | ages 5 - 18
Intermediate
$60 per month | ages 5 - 18
Advanced
$60 per month | ages 5 - 18

Gymnastics
Daddy, Mommy and Me Gymnastics 
$45 per month | ages 18 months - 2 years
Pre-K Gymnastics
$45 per month | ages 2 - 3 years
Gymnastics 1 
$55 per month | ages 5 - 8
$45 per month | ages 9 and over
Gymnastics 1 Advance
$60 per month | ages 9 and over
Gymnastics 2/3 
$55 per month | placement required
Firecrackers 
$135 per month | placement required
Minishots 
$180 per month | placement required
Hotshots 
$180 per month | placement required
Dynamites
$326.25 per month | placement required

Tumbling Classes
Beginner Tumbling 
$55 per month | ages 5 and over
Intermediate Tumbling
$55 per month | placement required
Advanced Tumbling 
$55 per month | placement required

YOUTH CENTER
634-0500 | Bldg. 1849

FAMILY

FAMILY CHILD CARE
634-0514

Eligible families can receive up to 16 hours of free child care per child 
during each of the following phases: pre-deployment, each month of 
deployment and upon return.

Care is provided in certi� ed Family Child Care (FCC) homes for 
dependents age 12 and under of active-duty members who:

• Are deployed in support of contingency operations
• Are assigned to, living on or working at Kadena Air Base

Deployment Child Care: 
We’ve Got You Covered

For more information, contact Family Child Care at 634-0514.

Expand your world  
with English
英語で世界を広げよう
영어로 세계를 확장하세요
Expande tu mundo 
con el inglés
Contact your local UMGC office to learn more about our English 
as a Second Language (ESL) and Bridge Programs or visit:

asia.umgc.edu/esl
asia.umgc.edu/bridge

Contact Us
UMGC Kadena
Phone: 03-4545-1450
Email: kadena-asia@umgc.edu
Education Center Bldg. 59
2nd floor

Paid advertisement. No federal endorsement of advertiser intended.
Copyright © 2026 University of Maryland Global Campus.
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The Teen Center Keystone Club is 
hosting a community car and bike show 
focused on raising awareness about 
bullying prevention and the importance 
of supporting one another.

The event features custom cars, 
motorcycles and a family-friendly 
“Hottest Wheels” showcase, where 
children can display toy cars, bikes, 
trucks or other ride-on toys in a 
designated safe area. Small medals 
will be awarded to participants, and 
trophies will be presented for standout 
vehicles in the main show.

Food trucks, local vendors, resource 
tables and a live DJ will be available 
throughout the event.

TEEN CENTER
634-8443 | Bldg. 439

Membership Appreciation 
Party

Friday, August 7 | 4 p.m.
Join us for free food and fun as we announce our 
Teen of the Month.

Summer Field Trips
August 3 - 7 | Water Week (Torii Beach, Tataki 
Falls and pool day)
August 10 - 14 | End of Summer Week (bowling 
and pizza, Parco Mall)

Cruising for a Cause
Saturday, August 22 | 9:30 - 11:30 a.m.

Behind the Schilling Community Center

Sign up 
your car, 
bike or toy 
car for the 
event.

FRIDAY, AUGUST 14
6 - MIDNIGHT

Celebrate the last weekend of summer at the Teen Center with an evening of 
glow-in-the-dark fun, games and friendly competition.

Challenge friends in human foosball, life-size tic-tac-toe, giant Jenga and human ring 
toss while competing for prizes and bragging rights. Take photos, create art in the art 

room or relax with a movie. Food, snacks and drinks are included with admission.

$25 for members $30 for nonmembers

FAMILY
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MILITARY & FAMILY
READINESS CENTER
634-3366 | Bldg. 220

All classes are free and open to all DoD ID 
Cardholders unless otherwise speci� ed.

Classes are held at Kadena M&FRC, Building 
220, unless noted otherwise. VIEW AND REGISTER FOR 

CLASSES HERE!
CHECK OUT OUR

 OKINAWA JOB BOARD 
HERE!

First Duty Station O�  cer Personal Finance 
Seminar (FDS-O)
Monday, August 3 | 9 - 11 a.m.
Mandatory training for � rst-duty-station o�  cers. Must be 
completed within 90 days of arrival to Kadena Air Base.

Understanding Spouse Employment
Tuesday, August 4 | 9 - 11 a.m.
Education Center, Bldg. 59, Room 115
Learn about overseas military spouse employment, hiring 
processes and the local job market.

Post-Deployment Brief
Tuesdays, August 4, 11, 18 and 25 | 8:30 - 10 a.m.
Open to members deploying for 30 days or more. Family 
members are encouraged to attend.

Pre-Separation Brief
Wednesdays, August 5 and 19 | 8 - 11:30 a.m.
Education Center, Bldg. 59, Room 115
Step 2 of the Transition Assistance Program for service 
members preparing for separation or retirement.

Japanese Calligraphy
Wednesday, August 5 | 10 - 11:30 a.m.
Learn to write kanji using traditional ink brushes. 
Supplies provided.

Voting Outreach Event
Wednesday, August 5 | 2:30 - 4:30 p.m.
Kadena Exchange
Get registered and ready for the upcoming midyear 
election.

EFMP A Piece of Your Mind: 
DIY Puzzle Craft
Thursday, August 6 | 2 - 3 p.m.
Design a personalized puzzle while exploring creativity, 
identity and self-expression. Open to EFMP and 
deployed-a� ected families.

Language Exchange ランゲージエクスチェンジ!!
August 7, 14, 21 and 28 | 11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Practice English and Japanese conversation skills 
with native speakers while learning about culture and 
language.

TAP Workshop
August 11 - 13 | 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Education Center, Bldg. 59, Room 115
Step 3 of the Transition Assistance Program for service 
members preparing for separation or retirement.

Pre-Deployment Brief
August 11 and 25 | 10 - 11 a.m.
Open to members deploying for 30 days or more. 
Family members are encouraged to attend.

Smooth Move
Friday, August 14 | 9:30 a.m. - noon
Schilling Community Center, Bldg. 455
Learn about PCS resources, moving checklists and 
support services from agencies across Kadena Air Base.

NEO Warden Training
Wednesday, August 19 | 9 - 10 a.m.
Training for newly assigned NEO wardens covering basic 
duties and responsibilities.

Japanese Conversation Class
Wednesday, August 19 | 10 - 11 a.m.
Build con� dence speaking Japanese through weekly 
real-world conversation topics.

Commander’s Key Support 
Initial Training
Wednesday, August 19 | noon - 4 p.m.
This in-seat training is for newly appointed Commander’s 
Key Support Program Liaisons/Mentors appointed by 
unit Commander.

Department of Labor Employment Track
August 20 - 21 | 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Education Center, Bldg. 59, Room 115
Part of TAP for transitioning service members and 
spouses who completed the TAP Workshop.

Career and Credential Exploration Track 
(C2E)
August 25 - 26 | 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Education Center, Bldg. 59, Room 115
Part of TAP for transitioning service members and 
spouses exploring career and credential opportunities.

Japanese Grocery Shopping Bus Tour
Wednesday, August 26 | 9:30 a.m. - noon
Tour an o� -base grocery store and learn common 
Japanese foods and shopping basics. Transportation 
provided.

Wednesday, August 12 
10 - 11 a.m
Learn basic Japanese words and phrases for 
everyday life in Japan.

Japanese 
Survival 
Language 
Class 

Friday, August 28 | 3 - 4:30 p.m.

Hosted by EFMP-FS, this free event promotes hope and 
connection through inspirational rock painting. Participants 
will create and hide decorated rocks around the community to 
encourage conversations about mental health.

EFMP Paint It Forward: 
Suicide Awareness 
Rock Painting

FAMILY
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18 FSS and 718 FSS are Equal 
Employment Opportunity 
(EEO) employers.

NAF HUMAN RESOURCES
634-2330 | Bldg. 721
Email: 18fss.naf.hro@us.af.mil

Bottom Line Up Front (BLUF) 
The MSP program provides priority placement for 
spouses of active-duty service members relocating via 
PCS. If you meet the quali� cations and are among the 
"best quali� ed" candidates, your preference places you at 
the front of the hiring line for Non-Appropriated Fund 
(NAF) positions. 

Securing employment after a Permanent Change of Station (PCS) can be challenging. 
For eligible spouses, the Military Spouse Preference (MSP) program is a powerful tool 
to fast-track your Federal Service career. 

Navigating Your Career 
The Insider’s Guide to Military Spouse Preference (MSP) 

Criteria The Fine Print 
The Marriage 
Deadline

You must have married your military 
sponsor prior to the date their PCS orders 
were o�  cially issued.

Location, 
Location

You must be on a dependents-authorized 
move. Your preference only applies to jobs 
within the commuting area of the new 
duty station.

OCONUS 
Rules

Moving overseas? Your preference does 
not activate until you physically arrive at 
the foreign duty location.

The 6-Month 
Window 

If your sponsor is within six months of 
their tour rotation date, hiring managers 
have the discretion to pass over your 
application for permanent, continuing 
positions. 

Are You Eligible? 
The Core Requirements 
To successfully claim your preference, you must meet 
strict timing and geographical rules.

Your 
Experience 
Level 

How Your Preference Applies

First-Time 
Federal 
Applicants 

Your preference applies to all positions 
you qualify for up to the NF-III payband, 
Child and Youth (CY) positions and 
equivalent hourly Craft and Trade jobs. 

Prior Federal 
Service 

Your preference is capped. It only applies 
if the payband you are applying for is no 
higher than the highest grade/payband 
you previously held in the federal system.

How Prior Experience Impacts 
Your Application 
Your previous work history in the federal government 
directly dictates how you can use your MSP. 

Action Impact on Your MSP Status
Accepting 
a “Regular” 
Position

Terminates MSP.  Accepting a full-time or 
part-time continuing position ends your 
preference. 

Declining 
a “Regular” 
Position

Terminates MSP. If you are o� ered a 
continuing job you applied for and you 
turn it down, you lose your preference. 

Flexible 
(FLEX) 
Positions

Keeps MSP Intact. You can accept, 
decline, and work as many FLEX (non-
continuing, 0-40 hours/week) positions as 
you want without losing your preference. 

Skipping an 
Interview

Terminates MSP. Refusing to participate 
in standard recruitment procedures (like 
skipping an interview) will void your 
preference. 

The “One-Time” Rule 
What Terminates Your Preference? 
Your MSP is a golden ticket, but it can only be used to 
secure one continuing (permanent) position per PCS 
move. It is crucial to understand what actions will 
permanently end your preference for your current location. 

Required 
Document Purpose

PCS Orders Must explicitly identify a dependents-
authorized move and show the sponsor’s 
reporting date. 

Marriage 
Veri� cation

A marriage license or o�  cial equivalent to 
prove the marriage occurred before orders 
were cut. 

Current 
Resume

Must demonstrate that you meet the 
basic quali� cations to be considered “best 
quali� ed.” 

The Paperwork Trail 
Your Application Checklist 
When you are ready to apply, NAF Human Resources 
will need speci� c documentation to verify your status. 
Ensure your application explicitly states that you are 
claiming Military Spouse Preference. 

Note: Additional documentation is required if claiming 
preference as the spouse of a 100% disabled veteran or a Gold 
Star spouse, such as military discharge paperwork and certi� ed 
widow/widower statements.

K ADENA EDUCATION & 
TRAINING
Bldg. 59, 3rd � oor | Education & Training
634-1500 | kadenaeducationo�  ce@us.af.mil 
Mon - Thu | 8 a.m. - 3 p.m., Fri | 8 a.m. - noon

Map Your Next Mission 
Education Open House
Wednesday, August 12
Kadena Education and Training O�  ce, Bldg. 59
TA Brief at 2 p.m. in Room 114
Open House with UMGC and ERAU from 3 - 5 p.m.
Food, games, prizes and more.

Face-to-Face TA Brief for First-Time Users
August 12 and 26 | 2 - 3 p.m.
Kadena Education and Training O�  ce, Bldg. 59, 
third � oor
Register in AFVEC → the Education Center info banner 
(right side) → Education Center Events.

DoD SkillBridge Brie� ng
Friday, August 21 | 2 - 3 p.m.
Kadena Education and Training O�  ce, Bldg. 59, third 
� oor, Room 332
Register in AFVEC → the Education Center info banner 
(right side) → Education Center Events.
The DoD SkillBridge program o� ers service members 
the opportunity to gain civilian work experience through 
industry training, apprenticeships or internships.

On-Base Schools
UMGC — Kadena Education and Training O�  ce, Bldg. 
59, second � oor | 634-2206 | kadena-asia@umgc.edu
ERAU — Kadena Education and Training O�  ce, Bldg. 
59, second � oor | 634-5083 | kadena.campus@erau.edu

Upcoming PME Courses
August 25 - September 29 — SNCOA: 26G
August 10 - September 11 — SOS: 26F
Have you completed EJPME (formerly SEJPME)? 
Send your certi� cate to 
 kadena.pmemanagemento�  ce@us.af.mil 
to update records.

Testing
Preparing for 2026 E5/E6 promotion testing:
Check eligibility in DVR
Contact unit WAPS monitors for questions
Monitor emails from AFPC/Pearson VUE
Study Air Force study guides
Visit the Education & Training SharePoint
To register for AFOQT, TBAS, EDPT, DLPT or DLAB, 
email kadena.educationservicestesting@us.af.mil.

Closure
The o�  ce will be closed Thursday, August 20, for 
FSD training.

EDUCATION & 
EMPLOYMENT
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Air Power Cafe 
Mon - Fri | 5:30 a.m - 1:30 p.m.

Chili’s Grill & Bar  
966-7359 | 010-1512-672-7359
Daily 11  a.m. - 10  p.m.
Holidays  Regular hours

Chili’s Delivery/To-Go   
Delivery | 966-7366 | 036-868-2210
Daily 11  a.m. - 10  p.m.
To-Go | 966-7360 | 036-868-2209
Food Truck & Catering | 966-7359 | 010-1512-672-7359

Chippers  at  Chibana Golf  Course          
966-7367 | 036-868-2368
Mon - Fri 10  a.m. - 6  p.m.
Sat and Sun 8:30  a.m. - 6  p.m.
 (last order is 5:30 p.m.)

Dining Facilities
Johnson | 634-4494                                               
Mon - Fri* Breakfast 6 - 8:30  a.m.
 Lunch 11  a.m. - 1:30  p.m.
 Dinner 4:30 - 7  p.m.
 Midnight Meal* 10  p.m. - 1  a.m.
 *No Midnight Meal on Fridays
Weekends, holidays & down days Closed
Marshall                     
Mon - Fri Breakfast  5:30 - 8  a.m.
 Lunch  10:30  a.m. - 1  p.m.
 Dinner   4 - 7:30  p.m.
 Midnight Meal  10  p.m. - 12:30  a.m.
Weekends, Holidays and down days
 Brunch  6:30  a.m. - 1  p.m.
 Dinner  4 - 7  p.m.
 Midnight Meal  10  p.m. - 12:30  a.m.

Dough Pizzeria         
966-7426 | 036-868-2212
Daily 11  a.m. - 10  p.m.
Delivery | 966-7375 | 036-868-2274
Daily 11 a.m. - 9:30  p.m.

It’s Just Wings   
966-7250 | 036-868-2258
Mon - Sun 11  a.m. - 10  p.m.

Outpost Bar & Grill at Emery Lanes
Mon - Thu 10 a.m. - 9:30 p.m.
Fri - Sat 10 a.m. - 11:30 p.m.
Sun Noon - 7:30 p.m.

Seaside                     
966-7401 |  036-868-2213
Mon and Tue Closed
Wed - Fri  10:30  a.m. - 9  p.m.
Sat - Sun  9  a.m. - 9  p.m.*
*Weekend Brunch ends at 2  p.m.
Holidays  Regular Hours**
**Except Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Year’s Day

Surfside Grill & Bar at Okuma Beach
631-1805 | 098-962-1805 
Open regular hours on holidays
Breakfast 8 - 10  a.m.
Regular Menu  11  a.m. - 8:30  p.m.
Breakfast Buffet  8 - 10  a.m. 

Tee House Restaurant                      
966-7429 |  036-868-2214
Daily   6  a.m. - 3  p.m.

The Rocker Club              
Kazoku Place | 966-7380 | 036-868-2227
Mon - Thu Breakfast/Lunch 6  a.m. - 2  p.m.
 Dinner 4 - 9  p.m.
Fri Breakfast/Lunch 6  a.m. - 2  p.m.
 Dinner 4 - 9:30  p.m.
Sat Breakfast/Lunch 7  a.m. - 2  p.m.
 Dinner 4 - 9:30  p.m.
Sun  Closed 
Holidays Breakfast/Lunch 6  a.m. - 2  p.m. 
 Dinner 4  -  9  p.m.
Hanabi’s Restaurant & Bar
Sun - Thu  11  a.m. - 10  p.m.
Fri and Sat  11  a.m. - 2  a.m.
The Daily Grind  
Mon - Fri 6  a.m. - 9  p.m.
Weekends and Holidays 7  a.m. - 9  p.m.
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