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Embracing the Peak of Midsummer Bliss

Haitai! 

As the sun blazes overhead and the heat of 
August sweeps across our beautiful islands, ocean 
temperatures are at their warmest, and the atmosphere 
is fi lled with a festive spirit and the fi nal moments of 
summertime bliss. 

Having spent the majority of my life in Hawaii, I can 
confi dently say that the Okinawa summer months feel 
more like home than any other time of the year.  Our 
sister islands share very similar summer weather, but 
also a vibrant island lifestyle, rich traditions and a deep 
cultural heritage. One of the most notable traditions 
celebrated this time of year is Obon, a three-day 
festival dedicated to family and honoring the spirits 
of our ancestors. I invite you to learn more about 
the uniqueness of Okinawan Obon in this issue’s Oki 
Cultural Corner.

As we savor the last of the summer festivals and 
vacations, many families are gearing up for the back-
to-school season. This month’s FSS Program Spotlight 
shines on Kadena’s Children & Youth Programs, 
highlighting the various care and specialized activities 
they provide for families throughout the year. If you 
have teens, be sure they don’t miss the exciting End of 
Summer Lock-In at the Teen Center!

Another exciting development at Kadena FSS is the full 
launch of our highly anticipated Membership Rewards 
Program at The Rocker, now open and available to all 
ranks and services. This premium facility and program 
are designed to deliver greater value, unify and elevate 
the membership experience, and foster a true sense of 
community and connection for all members. Following 
a successful soft launch in July with our fl agship 
Elevated Sunday Brunch, I challenge you to fi nd a more 
sophisticated and enjoyable dining experience for 
the price anywhere on island! Additional membership 
benefi ts include exclusive access to monthly Wine 
Club events, free or discounted access to special 
ticketed events, and a 10% discount at all FSS food 
establishments. 

As the sun sets in August, relish in watching the 
evening skies transform into a canvas of orange and 
pink hues and take the time to reminisce and cherish 
the special moments and connections made this 
season. 

Cheers to a smooth transition into the new school year 
and to embracing the beauty of every season ahead. 
Thank you for being a part of our community!

With gratitude,
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Fridays just got better at The Rocker. 
Make it a weekly tradition to relax, 
recharge and kick off your weekend in 
style at our Friday Social Hour, now 
open to all ranks and services (ages 18 
and older).

Join us every Friday from 5 to 7 p.m. at 
The Rocker Lounge for a lively evening 
featuring an expanded hors d’oeuvres 
spread, drink specials and a welcoming 
atmosphere perfect for catching up with 
coworkers or meeting new friends.

And it’s not just about food and fun 
members are automatically entered for 
a chance to win cash prizes of $75 and 
$125, plus the club’s progressive jackpot.

Free for members | $20 for nonmembers

Whether you’re new to base or a 
longtime regular, there’s no better place 
to connect at the end of the week.

For more details and upcoming event 
highlights, visit The Rocker or follow us 
on social media.

Monday–Thursday | 7 - 9 p.m.  
Open to all ranks and services | Ages 18 & over

Looking for something to spice up your weeknights? Hanabi’s got 
you covered. Whether you're in the mood for a night of dancing, 
testing your trivia knowledge or just unwinding with friends, 
Hanabi’s weekday programs deliver fun for everyone.
Start your evening with a wide selection of craft beers, savory 
Asian cuisine and juicy burgers. All served in a lively, welcoming 
atmosphere.

Monday: Salsa Night
Step onto the dance floor and move to the rhythm. Whether 

you're a seasoned salsa dancer or a 
beginner, this is the perfect way to 
kick off the week with energy and 
excitement.

Hanabi’s Week Day Programs Serve Up 
Flavor, Fun and Friendly Competition

Unwind, Win and Connect at 
The Rocker’s Friday Social Hour

Tuesday: Smartphone Trivia
Club members: Free | Non-members: $10
Grab a teammate (teams of two; minimum of eight 
participants required) and test your knowledge in a fast-
paced trivia competition using smartphones or tablets. 
Quick thinking earns prizes to the top teams!

Wednesday: Country Line Dance
Boots on, spirits up! Join us midweek for country line 
dancing and enjoy a toe-tapping good time.

Thursday: Karaoke Night
End the week on a high note. Whether you're belting out 
ballads or going full pop star, Karaoke Night is your time 
to shine.

Hanabi’s 
programs 

are open to 
all ranks and 

services. 
Come for the food, 

stay for the fun.

The Rocker
966-7372 | 036-868-2207
Bldg 622         therockerkadena
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Membership Night 
Wednesday, August 27 | 5:30 - 7 p.m.

Weekly Friday Social Hour 
Fridays | 5 - 7 p.m. 

Salsa Night
Mondays | 7 - 9 p.m.

Smartphone Trivia 
Tuesdays | 7 - 9  p.m. 

Members Only Two-for-One Special Price 
Tuesdays | 4 - 9 p.m. 

Grilled Chicken with Peppercorn Sauce
Garlic Steak, Salmon with Mango Salsa
Baked Ziti

Country Line Dance 
Wednesdays | 7 - 9  p.m.

Karaoke 
Thursdays | 7 - 9  p.m.

National Chocolate Chip Cookie Day 
Monday, August 4

The Daily Grind
$400 Night Bingo 
Sundays, Tuesdays and Thursdays | 7 p.m. 

$500 Night Bingo 
Mondays | 7 p.m. 

$750 Night Bingo 
Saturdays | 5 p.m. 

Bingo Appreciation 
Sunday, August 24 | 7 p.m.

BINGO

Wednesdays Kids Night Special 
Wednesdays | 4 - 9 p.m. 

Mongolian BBQ Night 
Thursdays | 4 - 9 p.m. 

Drive-By Dinners 
Thursdays | 4:30 - 6:30 p.m.
7 Aug | Kalua Pork with steamed rice and macaroni salad 
 with grilled pineapple 
14 Aug | Teriyaki Chicken with steamed rice, vegetable 
 and house salad 
21 Aug | Spaghetti with garlic bread, green beans and house salad 
28 Aug | Chimichanga with Mexican rice and refried beans

Live Music at the Lounge 
Fridays | 7 - 11 p.m.

Brunch
Sundays | 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.

The Rocker
966-7372 | 036-868-2207
Bldg 622         therockerkadena

The 18th Force Support Squadron has consolidated the O�  cers’ and Enlisted Clubs into a single, 
uni� ed club program under The Rocker name. Please join us at our all ranks and services programs.

VENTURE | KADENAFSS.COM8



www.kadenafss.com/eventsScan this code for the most current information and upcoming events: 
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Starting August 1, get ready for an exciting new look and feel to Club Membership! We’re revamping the program to 
deliver greater value, exclusive access, and premium perks designed to reward our loyal members.

One of the � agship o� erings is the return of our beloved brunch—now more accessible than ever. Members enjoy 
a discounted price of just $20 and their children 12 and under eat for free. Plus, members get the added bene� t of 
advance brunch sales and reservations online when available. 

But that’s just the beginning. Club Members will receive:

• FREE admission and seating choice to club entertainment events
• FREE admission to quarterly membership night (family and adult)
• FREE admission to Friday social hours ($20 value)
• Exclusive access to our new monthly wine club event  (starting Oct)
• Advance ticket sales and seating choice at FSS HIGH DOLLAR BINGOS
• 10% o�  at all FSS food establishments
• $5 discount for THE EXPERIENCE at FSS Special Events
• 10% o�  private catered events up to $500

Whether you're a longtime supporter or considering joining, there’s never been a better time to be part of the Club. 
More savings. More access. More reasons to belong.

New Look, More Perks: 
Club Membership Revamp 
Launches August 1

Visit The Rocker or go online to 
Memberplanet to learn how to join or 
renew your membership today!

Connect to Care 
Helping Agency Directory 
Kadena AB 

Need someone to talk to after daytime duty hours: Call your Supervisor, Shirt or First Seargent 
Army/AF Domestic Violence Victim Advocate: 070-1428-0987  Kadena Base Chaplain via Command Post 098-961-1800   
AF Sexual Assault Victim Advocate: 098-961-7272 or 634-7272             Military Crisis Line DSN 988 or +1 844-702-5493 
 

Looking for a helping agency 
resource on Kadena AB? 

Need help navigating…LIFE 
i.e. stressful situations,

making a budget or financial 
decision, faith or ethical 

quandary, and many more? 

Life or Death Emergency:  
Dial DSN 911 or 098-934-5911 

Or 119 from any cell phone 

Brought to you by the Community Action Team 
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Craving dessert? 
Satisfy your sweet tooth effortlessly — 
order through the Oki Grubs app now!

ORDER TWO LARGE 
ONE-TOPPING 

PIZZAS FOR $25 
Add additional 

toppings for $1.50 
each.

Pick-up DSN: 966-7426 | Cell: 036-868-2212 
Delivery DSN: 966-7375 | Cell: 036-868-2274

ORDER 
ONLINE

The Rocker
966-7372 | 036-868-2207
Bldg 622         therockerkadena

ORDERING IN?
Order online using the Oki Grubs

app then pick up your order at The Rocker!

www.kadenafss.com/oki-grubs-app

Kazoku Place has you covered

VENTURE | KADENAFSS.COM12



Craving dessert? 
Satisfy your sweet tooth effortlessly — 
order through the Oki Grubs app now!

ORDER TWO LARGE 
ONE-TOPPING 
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Add additional 
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Pick-up DSN: 966-7426 | Cell: 036-868-2212 
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ORDER 
ONLINE

The Rocker
966-7372 | 036-868-2207
Bldg 622         therockerkadena

ORDERING IN?
Order online using the Oki Grubs
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Kazoku Place has you covered

Great food, great sta�  and a great view! 
Located at the Kadena Marina, Seaside 
serves a delicious and a� ordable surf & 
turf style menu right on the waters of 
the East China Sea. 

Visit       Seaside at Kadena Marina for more information.

RESTAURANT
 AT KADENA MARINA

Seaside
“Where the food meets the soul.”

Seaside Restaurant
966-7401 | 036-868-2213
Bldg 3629A

VENTURE | KADENAFSS.COM 13
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Made with Titos vodka, Lunazul Blanco tequila, 
Chili’s fresh sour and cranberry juice.

Three-cheese quesadillas served taco style. Filled 
with seared shrimp, lettuce, coleslaw, house-made 
pico and topped with Fresco cheese crumble. 
Served with rice & black beans.

Call to place your order
DSN 966-7360 or 
036-868-2209 | Bldg 337

Delivery • 11 a.m. - 10 p.m.
Kadenafss.com/delivery
DSN 966-7366 or 036-868-2210

Chili’s Grill & Bar
DSN 966-7359 or
010-1512-672-7359 | Bldg 105
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Take a dip in the 
pool (Hagerstrom 

or Fairchild) 

Grow your summer 
reading list at 

the library 

Quench your thirst 
at one of our 

cafes! 

Explore Okuma 
Beach Resort

 

Satisfy your 
hunger with some 

delicious grub 

Order from 
Oki Grubs - stay 

cool inside and let 
us come to you! 

Enjoy a slice 
of pizza 

Find something 
cool at our 
pro shops 

Work on your golf 
swing - Chibana or 

BTGC 

Take a trip with 
ODR or ITT

 

Get in the water at 
Kadena Marina 

Attend an 
FSS event  

Hang out at 
Hanabi’s 

Stay fi t at Habu or 
Risner 

Take a class at 
Arts & Crafts

 

Explore new 
heights with 

Aero Club 

Submit a 
#VentureinOki 

post on IG

Cool off in any 
FSS facility 

Try our Sunday 
Brunch Buffet at 

the Rocker

Get out on the 
water with our 

rentals 

Share Venture 
magazine with 

a friend 

Follow Kadena 
Force Support 
Squadron on 

Facebook 

Follow 
@KadenaFSS 
on Instagram

Become a 
Club Member

Take a photo of yourself participating 
in any of the FSS activities listed below. 
Share your proof with us via our social 
media messenger or visit the marketing 
building to claim your prize.

Photo submissions of you completing 
the bingo task must be made only at 
18th Force Support Squadron facilities 
on Kadena Air Base. Prize period is only 
valid for the month of August  2025. 

 



Enjoy a 1.5-mile run along the beach, where you’ll be showered in vibrant, 
tropical-colored powder at every turn.

It’s a colorful, joy-fi lled event perfect for families and runners of all ages.
Laugh, run and get messy — Okuma style!

Event and information subject to change.

A day made just for kids (ages 13 & under)!
Dive into non-stop fun with giant infl atable water slides, 
bouncy castles and a wild foam party! Pack your towels 
and goggles — it’s going to be a splash-tastic time!

Photo ID is required for everyone age 18 and over. 
Ages 17 and under must be accompanied by a guardian. 
All bags are subject to search upon entry.

Photo ID is required for everyone age 18 and over.
Ages 17 and under must be accompanied by a guardian.

All bags are subject to search upon entry.

Camping?
No reservation needed! 
Campsites are available on a 
fi rst-come, fi rst-served basis.
Sign up at the Golf Shack, 
open daily from 9 a.m. - 8 p.m.

Open Gate 2 - 8 p.m.
Saturday, August 30 | 2:30 - 7:30 p.m.

Event details subject to change.Event details subject to change.

Open Gate 3 - 8 p.m.
Sunday, August 31

Sign-up: 4 p.m.
Run starts: 5:30 p.m.

$15 | All ages (includes T-shirt & towel)
Location: Outdoor Recreation Equipment Rental Parking Lot

Planning a Trip to Okuma?
Reserve your stay today!
Book your room online at 
kadenafss.com/okuma - you can 
also view room layouts and photos.
Prefer to speak with someone? 
Call our Reservation Desk at 
098-962-1991/1992 
(Open daily, 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.)

Okuma Beach 
631-1990
Lodging Reservations • 098-962-1991
Surfside Grill & Bar • 098-962-1805
Okuma Outdoor Recreation • 631-1815 
Massage Reservations • 090-6856-8276
Located 51 miles north of Kadena Air Base

VENTURE | KADENAFSS.COM18
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Run starts: 5:30 p.m.

$15 | All ages (includes T-shirt & towel)
Location: Outdoor Recreation Equipment Rental Parking Lot

Planning a Trip to Okuma?
Reserve your stay today!
Book your room online at 
kadenafss.com/okuma - you can 
also view room layouts and photos.
Prefer to speak with someone? 
Call our Reservation Desk at 
098-962-1991/1992 
(Open daily, 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.)

Okuma Beach 
631-1990
Lodging Reservations • 098-962-1991
Surfside Grill & Bar • 098-962-1805
Okuma Outdoor Recreation • 631-1815 
Massage Reservations • 090-6856-8276
Located 51 miles north of Kadena Air Base
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Komaka Island
Sunday, August 10 | 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

$81 ages 13 & over (adult) | $68 ages 4 - 12 (child)
$6 ages 3 & under (infant)

Tokashiki Island & Snorkeling
Saturday, August 9 & Saturday, August 23 

$119 ages 12 - 59 (adult) | $98 ages 6 - 11 (child)

Tsuken Island
Sunday, August 24 | 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

$60 ages 13 & over (adult) | $38 ages 6 - 12 (student) 
$32 ages 4 - 5 (child) | $6 ages 3 & under (infant)

ISLAND TOURS

Tokyo 
October 10 - 14 

YYY 
October 31 - November 2

Veterans Day 
Hiroshima
November 7 - 11

Thanksgiving
Taipei
November 25 - 29
Cambodia 
November 25 - 30
Tokyo 
November 26 - 30
Osaka & Kyoto 
November 26 - 30
YYY 
November 28 - 30

OVERNIGHTS 

with Kadena ITT

Closure 
Thursday, August 7

for Staff Training

Kadena ITT Kadena ITT 
966-7333 | 036-868-2226 | Bldg 455966-7333 | 036-868-2226 | Bldg 455
Inside Schilling Community CenterInside Schilling Community Center
Email: ITT@KadenaFSS.comEmail: ITT@KadenaFSS.com
                @KadenaITT                @KadenaITT
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~Why JAL Japan Explorer Pass?~�

Convenient online booking Flexibility to purchase up to 
24hrs before departure No blackout dates

JAL Japan Explorer Pass
Access over 30 cities in Japan with our JAL Japan Explorer Pass (JEP)Access over 30 cities in Japan with our JAL Japan Explorer Pass (JEP)

Receive great low fares 
flying from Okinawa 
when you explore Japan!

Scan to Book

• Connection speed and stability may depend on flight or weather conditions.

• Wireless LAN devices and earphones are not available for rent.

Stay connected with our inflight 
Wi-Fi service. 

Free Inflight Wi-Fi

Travel with peace of mind with our 
generous checked baggage allowance.

Enjoy Two Pieces of Complimentary Checked 
Baggage.

2pcs of Checked Baggage23
kg50lbs

1. Country of residence must be outside Japan.  2. Either a ticket number or booking reference of a Japan-bound international ticket is required at the time of purchase.
3. Passport information is required at the time of purchase.  4. Reservation and purchase of domestic flight sectors must be completed through the JAL JEP website.

Eligibility

Okinawa (Naha)

Kanazawa
(Komatsu)

OkayamakansaiTokyo
(Haneda)

FukuokaOsaka
(Itami)

Nagoya

IshigakiMiyakoKumejimaYoronOkinoerabuAmami-Oshima

JAL Japan Explorer Pass can be used on direct 
flights from Okinawa to 13 domestic airports.

Paid advertisement. No Federal endorsement of advertiser intended.

Japan Explorer Pass 広告　（W210 x H297） 2025.01.30





By Savanna Dutcher

Bright, blue and beautiful — Okinawa’s waters truly 
shine in the summer! 

As we head into August and the � nal month of the season, now’s 
the time to make the most of your opportunity to explore before life 
gets a little busier in the fall. These recent submissions have given us 
some amazing additions to our #VentureinOki bucket list.

This beautiful location has quickly become one of my top spots to 
explore next. Beyond the stunning exhibit featured by @nat_wlms, 
the site is nestled in the hills along the southeastern border of 
Okinawa, in the city of Nanjo.

The location features multiple exhibit rooms, an atelier, a café 
with an ocean-view terrace, a large forest space designed to inspire 
creativity and an art shop.

If there were ever an image to inspire island hopping, this is it. Who 
hasn’t dreamed of swimming with turtles in some of the bluest, 
most beautiful waters on the planet?

The Kerama Islands National Park is a breeding ground for green 
sea turtles. @thesashatravels experienced this incredible moment, 
and we’re so glad she shared it with us.

@simplierosie wows in this gorgeous capture at the Kouri Island 
Tower. I know I’m not the only one who’ll admit that my � rst 
motivation to visit the island came after hearing about the famous 
Kouri Shrimp truck — I’ll always travel for food. But after exploring 
this little slice of paradise, I quickly discovered it o� ers so much 
more. As one of the smaller islands, you can drive around the entire 
perimeter in just 15 minutes. Kouri Island is also commonly known 
as Love Island, thanks to its beautiful heart-shaped rock formations 
and lover’s tail.

Adventure looks good on you! Show us where your Okinawa 
travels take you — tag #VentureinOki and you could be our next 
featured explorer.

Nanjo Art Museum

Kouri Island Tower

Kerama Islands National Park



Emery Lanes is temporarily   
          for renovations.
Thank y�  f�  y� r patience 
as we w� k �  � citing up� ades!

Emery LanesEmery Lanes
966-7303 | Bldg 113966-7303 | Bldg 113

Coming this Fall

R EC R E AT I O N
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U-Wrench-It & Parts Store
966 - 7355 | 036 - 868 -2221
Mon - Fri, 8 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Sat, 8 a.m. - 8 p.m. | Sun, 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Holidays, 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Shogun Auto Care Center  Bldg 1436
Repair Center 
966-7356 | 036-868-2232
Mon - Sat,  8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
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When training with the Aero Club, students gain a theoretical 
understanding of the FAA knowledge exams. By mastering 
these basic principles, students are well-prepared to eventually 
master the FAA Private Pilot Written Exam.

After you complete the Ground School Course, 
we’ll issue you a certi� cate that serves as an 

instructor endorsement to take the 
FAA Private Pilot Written Exam.

Kadena Aero Club Helps Students PrepareKadena Aero Club Helps Students Prepare
for the FAA Written Examfor the FAA Written Exam

MCX Flight SimulatorMCX Flight Simulator

Good for up to 60 hours towards the Air Force O�  cer Qualifying Test Good for up to 60 hours towards the Air Force O�  cer Qualifying Test 
or AFOQT. Make extensive use of our state-of-the-art simulator for or AFOQT. Make extensive use of our state-of-the-art simulator for 
private and instrument training coursesprivate and instrument training courses

Eligible for all active duty, retirees, dependents, and DoD civilians.Eligible for all active duty, retirees, dependents, and DoD civilians.

Kadena Aero Club
Mon, Wed, & Fri • 10 am - 6 pm
Bldg 455 inside Schilling Community Center

080-6493-6299

       @ Kadena AB Aero Club
aeroclub@kadenafss.com
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Saturday, August 9 | 7 a.m.
Registration deadline | Monday, August 4

$80 per person, non-AGF members 
$55 per person, AGF members (rates include cart & green fee) 

Four-person scramble played from the tips with pins tucked tight, 
a true test of skill and strategy. 

Saturday, August 16 | 10:30 a.m.
Registration deadline | Wednesday, August 13

$40 per couple

Join us for a 2-person scramble, check-in begins at 10 a.m. 
Enjoy food and prizes following the event! Limited to the fi rst 18 couples to register. 

Sign up at the Pro Shop now to secure your spot!Sponsored in part by: 

No federal endorsement of sponsor intended.

Banyan Tree Golf Course 
966-7321 | Bldg 12

Chibana Golf Course 
966-7327 | Bldg 55061

28 VENTURE | KADENAFSS.COM



Saturday, August 9 | 7 a.m.
Registration deadline | Monday, August 4

$80 per person, non-AGF members 
$55 per person, AGF members (rates include cart & green fee) 

Four-person scramble played from the tips with pins tucked tight, 
a true test of skill and strategy. 

Saturday, August 16 | 10:30 a.m.
Registration deadline | Wednesday, August 13

$40 per couple

Join us for a 2-person scramble, check-in begins at 10 a.m. 
Enjoy food and prizes following the event! Limited to the fi rst 18 couples to register. 

Sign up at the Pro Shop now to secure your spot!Sponsored in part by: 

No federal endorsement of sponsor intended.

Banyan Tree Golf Course 
966-7321 | Bldg 12

Chibana Golf Course 
966-7327 | Bldg 55061

29VENTURE | KADENAFSS.COM



Sea Kayaking & Snorkeling around 
Sesoko Island
Saturday, August 2 | 8 a.m. - 2 p.m.
$80 | Ages 6 & over
 

Snorkeling around Cape Zanpa by 
Charter Boat
Saturday, August 23 | 8 a.m. - 1 p.m.
$80 | Ages 6 & over
 

Night Kayaking 
Friday, August 22 | 6 - 10 p.m.
$100 | Ages 6 & over

Enjoy Food & Drink at Sakae Machi!
Friday, August 29 | 5 - 11 p.m.
$170 | Ages 21 & over

Bouldering Club
Thursdays | August 7, 14, 21 & 28 
5 - 6 p.m. | Ages 17 & under
6 - 7 p.m. | Ages 18 & over
$20 per lesson | $60 for all lessons 
 

NEXT MONTH...

Cave Spelunking
Saturday, September 6 | 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
$60 | Ages 21 & over
 

Archery information
Intro Archery: Sat, Aug 30 | 3 - 4 p.m.
Open Shoot Archery: Sat | 4 - 6 p.m.

November 7 - 10
Includes two summits of hiking! Step into history by carrying 
a traditional palanquin along the ancient Ochatsubo Road, 
just like the tea bearers of the Edo period. Plus, experience 
laijutsu, the ancient art of the samurai sword. Learn the 
graceful movements of drawing and cutting with a real 
katana under the guidance of a master.

Hiking 
Norikuradake and 
Kamikouchi in 
Nagano

Hiking 
Norikuradake and 
Kamikouchi in 
Nagano

A Hike Through 
Sacred Mountains 
& Heritage

September 26 - 29 
Mt. Norikuradake at 3,026 meters, offers 
stunning views and crisp mountain air, perfect for 
early autumn. Located in central Japan, the area 
includes Kamikōchi, one of the country’s most 
beautiful hiking trails. So you just relax and enjoy 
while ODR handles all the planning.

MONTHLY TRIPS
Please contact ODR or visit 
      Kadena Outdoor Recreation 
for updates and more information.

Scan here for a 
list of our trips

Outdoor Recreation 
966-7343 | 036-868-2229 
Bldg 614
We offer rental equipment from bounce 
houses to bicycles and camping gear too! 
We can also host your next Archery Tag Party! 
               @KadenaOutdoorRecreation
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POOL
HOURS!

Scan for more 
aquatic fun!

NewNew
Hagerstrom Pool

(Recreational Swim)

Weekends & Holidays

11 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Fairchild Pool

(Lap Swim)
Monday - Friday

5 a.m. - 1 p.m. & 3 - 6 p.m.

Kadena Aquatics
634-7665
Fairchild Pool • Bldg 1988
Hagerstrom Pool • Bldg 501
              @KadenaAquatics

Join the fun at Kadena Marina 
this September!

Seven Dives of September

Kids Fishing Camp
Monday, September 1

Arts in the Force with Arts and 
Crafts
Sunset Painting 
Friday, September 19

Discover Scuba
Monday, August 4 | Ages 18 & over
For curious future dive students, try 
scuba without the pressure of being in 
open water!

Night Dive
Tuesday, August 5 
Runway Lights
Night Dive Certification required.

Bubble Makers
Wednesday, August 6 | Ages 8 - 10 
Children can learn to take their first 
breaths underwater!

WEEKLONG 

Basic Scuba Maintenance
with Paul
Thursday, August 7
Featuring expert advice from our in-house 
technician, Paul Morin! 

Arts in the Force
Friday, August 8
Arts in the Force Underwater Photography 

Join Kadena Marina for a special 
Crochet Project on Saturday, 
August 23 at 10 a.m., the Arts 
and Crafts department will guide 
you through the art of Crochet 
and making a special “aquarium 
themed” project. 

Dive with the Pro's
Saturday, August 9
Dive with Katie and Dawn in the 
Keramas. 

USS Emmons Dive
Sunday, August 10 
Dive USS Emmons with Rob Bourgeou 
and Dawn. Deep Water Certification 
required.

NATIONALNATIONAL
SCUBA DAY SCUBA DAY 
CELEBRATIONS

Kadena Marina
Dive Shop | 036-868-2228 
Bldg 3500        
     @KadenaFSSMarina
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BACK TO
SCHOOL

SALE
Friday,

August 15
Enjoy 
10% OFF
Everything

(Plus an extra 10% OFF all sale items!)

FUNCTIONAL FITNESS CLASSES
Saturday, August 9 | Fundamentals Class 
Pay the fee and attend the 3-hour 
fundamentals class prior to attending the 
group classes. 
$30 | One-time fee

GROUP CLASSES
Monday - Friday 
5 - 6 a.m., 6 - 7 a.m. & 5:30 - 6:30 p.m.
Saturdays | 7:30 - 8:30 a.m.

ABOVE ALL FIT CAMP 
August 4 - 29
Mondays, Wednesdays & Fridays 
4:45 - 6 a.m.
Tuesdays, Wednesdays & Fridays 
9:30 - 10:30 a.m. & 3:30 - 4:30 p.m.
$20 per session/person

HABU FITNESS CENTER | BLDG 449
634-3866 | Open 24/7
Manned hours | 5 a.m. - 2 p.m.

RISNER FITNESS CENTER | BLDG 109
634-5128 | Open 24/7
Manned hours | 5 a.m. - 10 p.m.

RISN' SHINE
Mon - Fri | 7 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Sat & Sun | 7 a.m. - 3 p.m.

MASSAGE THERAPY
Daily | 7:30 a.m. - 7:30 pm

Kadena Fitness & Sports Complex
KADENA SPORTS PRO SHOP 
BLDG 109 | 966-7431 
036-868-2230
Mon - Fri | 8 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Sat & Sun | 7 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
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Painting classes are back! 
Our popular acrylic and watercolor 
sessions have returned, along with a 
variety of other exciting new classes.
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INDIVIDUAL RESERVATIONS
For details and reservations, call Kadena ITT at 966-7333.

Paid ad. No federal endorsement of advertiser intended.

Visit us on the web at www.ie-resort.com/english/      
Phone: 0980-49-5011  Fax: 0980-49-5130

PAID AD
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Like many aspects 
of Japanese 
culture, Obon has 
Buddhist roots. The tradition 
dates back about 500 years, 
and over time, Obon has 
morphed into something 
akin to Dia de los Muertos in 
Mexico. The special customs 
and celebrations that occur 
during this time are what 
make Obon such a major 
holiday for Japan. 

How to Celebrate
Obon is split into three days. 
The � rst day, or “unke” in the 
Okinawan dialect, is thought 
of as the welcoming day. 
During this evening, families 
hang lanterns outside their 
residences. This is meant to 
help the returning ancestors 
� nd their way home. Also, 
located inside, families  open 
up and clean the family 
altar or “butsudan.” These 
shrines are arranged with 
various o� erings for the 
ancestors. Items like incense, 
� owers, fruits and sugarcane 
are common staples in the 
butsudans. 

Mid-summer Obon Festivities Are Ramping 
Up in Okinawa — Here’s What to Know

In Japan, for those 
who follow the 
lunar calendar,   
summer  marks an 
important annual 
tradition  — Obon. 
Characterized by 
unique spiritualism, 
this three-day holiday 
honors ancestral 
spirits, and Okinawa is 
scheduled to celebrate 
Sept. 4 - 6 this year.  
 

Article by Andrew Robinson | Design by Diana López Hansen | Photos by Marina Chayka

CULTURAL CORNEROki

Day two is known as 
“nakanuhi.” Families use this 
time to pray at the altar, cook, 
visit other family members
and exchange gifts. 

Finally, day three, or “ukui,” is 
when the ancestors return to 
their world. This may be the 
most important day of Obon 
as families host large dinners 
and say frequent prayers to 
the departing spirits. People 
use this time to say goodbye 
to their ancestors once again 
and to ask for protection and 
forgiveness. This evening 
closes the Obon celebrations 
for the year, and it leaves 
people ready to welcome the 
ancestral spirits back next 
year. 

Eisa
In Okinawa, Obon festivities 
wouldn’t be complete without 
Eisa dancing. The vibrant 
folk dancing often occurs in 
tandem with Obon festivities. 
The visuals of the dancers 
are charming enough but 

coupled with the idyllic 
sounds of sanshin and taiko 
instruments, this ritual is 
a cornerstone of Obon in 
Okinawa. 

The dance itself is performed 
to welcome, and then later 
bid adieu to the ancestral 
spirits. Given its popularity, 
Eisa takes on a cultural life of 
its own outside of Obon. Eisa 
activities occur throughout the 
entire summer and tend to last 
into the fall. In early October, 
Naha becomes transformed, 
as 10,000 Eisa dancers parade 
through the streets.

Festivities like this garner 
much attention from locals 
and tourists alike, and it’s 
not hard to see why. Once 
you’re steeped in Okinawan 
culture, Eisa’s alluring quality 
will become one of your most 
anticipated events of the year.   

Featured from left to right: Hiyori Kobashigawa, Niki Tamashiro-Eachus, Kanamu Yonaha, from the Atta Seinenkai Eisa group.
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Face-to-Face TA Brief for 
First-Time TA users
Wednesday, August 6 & 20 
9 - 10 a.m.
Register in AFVEC → Ed Center info 
banner on right → Ed Center Events

DoD SkillBridge Briefi ng
Friday, August 22  | 9 - 10 a.m.
Register in AFVEC → Ed Center info 
banner on right → Ed Center Events

UPCOMING PME Courses
August 21 - September 26
SNCOA: 25-F
Have you recently completed your 
EJPME (previously SEJPME)? 
Send a copy of your certifi cate to 
kadena.pmemanagementoffi  ce@us.af.mil 
to update your records!

Testing
To sign up for the AFOQT, TBAS, EDPT, 
DLPT, or DLAB, email 
kadena.educationservicestesting@us.af.mil. 

The Education Center will be 
closed August 21 for training. 

On-Base Schools
UMGC (2nd fl oor) | 634-2206 | 
kadena-asia@umgc.edu
ERAU (2nd fl oor) | 634-5083 | 
kadena.campus@erau.edu

Kadena Education & Training 
634-1500 | Bldg 59, 3rd fl oor
kadenaeducationoffi  ce@us.af.mil
Mon - Thu, 8 a.m. - 3 p.m. | Fri, 8 a.m. - Noon

Paid advertisement. No federal endorsement of advertiser intended. Copyright © 2025 University of Maryland Global Campus.

Contact Us
UMGC Kadena
Phone: 03-4545-1450
Email: kadena-asia@umgc.edu
Education Center Bldg. 59, 2nd floor

UNIT CLASS OPTIONS
CHOOSE THE CLASS,
LOCATION, AND TIME

A unit class is a regular accredited college course 
that is set up specifically for your military unit to help 
maximize your unit’s investment in education. UMGC 
Asia understands the work demands and busy schedule 
a unit faces, so with our customization of time and 
location of selected on-site courses, quality education is 
accessible more than ever.
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Animal Caretaker | $17.60 per hour
Vacancy Number | 12757968
Close Date | December 31

KADENA FSS IS HIRING! 

Featured: Karing Kennels Employees
One of many opportunities with 18 FSS. 

Exciting opportunities & excellent benefits. 

Apply today
www.usajobs.gov

Karing Kennels offers 
more than a job; it’s 
a chance to care 
for the cherished 
pets of military and 
civilian families 
during deployments 
and leaves. You’ll 
provide comfort and 
support, making a real 
difference. If you’re 
patient, hardworking, 
detail-oriented, and 
love animals, you’ll 
thrive in our fast-
paced, hands-on 
environment. Strong 
communication skills 
are a must. Join our 
team and support 
those who serve.

NAF Human Resources
634-2330 | Bldg 721

18 FSS is an Equal Employment Opportunity Employer.
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Kadena’s Child and Youth 
Programs 

O� er Care and Activities for all Ages 
and Branches of Service

By Bobbie Brock | Design by Yuka Kinjo

For many families, August signi� es a transition back to more structured 
routines and classroom learning. It marks the end of summer vacations, 
late nights and leisurely mornings. Families prepare for the school year 
with back-to-school shopping and planning for before- and after-school care 
and activities for their children. The Child and Youth Programs (CYP) o� er 
a variety of childcare and recreational programs to support families with 
children of all ages and branches of service! 

Child Development Centers

Kadena’s Child Development Centers (CDC) provide 
quality childcare services, enabling service members 
to ful� ll mission requirements worldwide, knowing 
their children are in a safe, nurturing environment that 
promotes individual development through independent 
and creative exploration. 

The CDC is nationally accredited and sta� ed by highly 
trained professionals who care for children aged 6 weeks 
to 5 years  who are not yet in kindergarten. The center 
focuses on developmental programs that enhance social 
skills, encourage critical thinking, promote language and 
literacy and foster physical development.

Kadena has two Child Development Centers: Niko Niko 
and Wakaba, both open Monday through Friday from 
6:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Family Child Care

Family Child Care (FCC) provides childcare services in 
a home setting approved by the Mission Support Group 
commander. FCC homes care for children aged 2 weeks to 
12 years, o� ering a warm, family-like atmosphere where 
children can engage in quality developmental activities 
under the supervision of trained professionals. Any adult 
providing regular childcare in privatized base housing 
must be licensed according to their lease contract.

School Age Care

Kadena features two nationally accredited 
School Age Care (SAC) locations that o� er 
quality care before and after school for children 
from kindergarten through 12 years. The 
program accommodates children attending 
elementary school on Kadena Air Base and 
includes transportation to and from school. 
When school is not in session, all-day care is 
provided. During winter, spring and summer 
breaks, SAC operates weekly camps that 
include � eld trips, extended activities and guest 
speakers.

Teen and Youth 

Teen and Youth programs o� er open recreation 
opportunities, including activities at the Teen 
Center and Youth Center, as well as sports 
programs. The Youth Center is available for 
youth aged 9 to 13, while the Teen Center caters 
to those aged 13 to 18. The Youth Sports program 
is open to children aged 3 to 18, focusing on 
the recreational aspect of sports rather than 
competitive high school athletics.

• Child and Youth employees are CPR 
and First Aid certi� ed. 

• Caregivers are also considered food 
service workers and must complete 
proper food handler’s training upon 
initial employment and annually.  

• Caregivers are not babysitters.  
Caregivers receive 40 hours of new 
employee training and complete 15 
modules and 24 hours of training 
annually.  

• Child and Youth employees receive 
free childcare for the 1st child and 
50% o�  for each additional child as 
a recruitment and retention incentive. 

• A toddler caregiver can change more 
than 9K diapers in a year. 

• Play is “work.”  Play is essential for a 
child’s mental and social development, 
allowing them to learn through 
exploration and problem-solving.

Did You Know?
• Preschools have a better return on 
investment than the stock market.  

• Caregivers and Family Child Care 
Providers write lesson plans  based 
on the children’s interests, strengths, 
areas of needed development and age-
appropriate milestones.

• Child Development Centers utilize 
the Early Learning Matters (ELM) 
curriculum developed by Purdue 
University.  ELM is a highly accessible 
and adaptive program that supports 
optimal learning and development of 
children from birth to 5 years of age. 

• School Age Care Programs and the 
Youth and Teen Centers’ programs 
utilize the Boys and Girls Clubs 
of America (BGCA) curriculum 
to support youth development in 
the areas of Education & Career 
Development, Character & 
Leadership, Health & Life Skills, 
the Arts, and Sports, Fitness & 
Recreation. 

• School Age Care Programs and the 
Youth and Teen Centers partner with 
4-H to provide hands-on learning in 
the areas of critical thinking, caring 
for others, practical skills and healthy 
living.  

• Family Child Care Providers are 
entrepreneurs. Although licensed 
to operate by the Department of 
Defense, they are small business 
owners.  

• All Child and Youth Sta�  and 
Contractors are considered “Mandated 
Reports” and must report all 
suspected child abuse to the Family 
Advocacy Program.  

• The Youth and Teen Centers are 
recreational programs.

• Coaches in Youth Sports are 
volunteers. 
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Are you about to PCS or have you recently 
arrived on island? 

You are eligible to receive 20 hours of childcare 
per child in certifi ed Family Child Care homes. 
PCS care is available for all branches stationed 
on Kadena AB. Additional information and 
PCS orders are required. 

Please contact us 
for more information.

PCS 
Child Care

Family Child Care
634-0514

Your Smile, Our Pleasure.

English-Speaking Service Available

MAP:WEBSITE:

dentalrycom@gmail.com
Phone: 080-4149-0711

• Cleaning, Exam
• Cosmetic dentistry

TRICARE is a registered trademark of the 
Department of Defense, Defense Health Agency.
All rights reserved.

Mon, Tue, Fri & Sat • 10 am - 2 pm, 
 3:30 - 7:30 pm
Wed • 10 am - 2 pm | Thu & Sun • Closed

Inside AEON MALL
Okinawa Rycom, 2nd Floor

• Cavity treatment
• Invisalign® and more

Paid Ad. No federal endorsement of advertiser intended. 
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Discover your true calling as a 
volunteer coach and make a 
signifi cant impact on the lives of our 
youth with Kadena Youth Sports & 
Fitness! 

Contact Youth Sports today!

COACHES 
NEEDED

Youth Sports & Fitness
634-9126 | Bldg 108

FSS Hour • Wednesdays • 9 - 10 am 
FSS Eats! • 1st Monday • 9 - 10 am 

Monthly Feature • 2nd Monday • 8 - 9 am 

Catch us live every week to fi nd out what’s happening
 with Kadena FSS in Okinawa, Japan! 

Tune in to AFN on the go 
with the AFN Go app!
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Instructors Needed!
We're looking for passionate and 
talented instructors to lead classes in 
Gymnastics (Level 1), Dance, Cheer, 
Piano, Drums, Guitar and Tumbling. If 
you have the skills and love working with 
youth, we want to hear from you!

Stop by the Youth Center today to apply!

Friday, August 22 | 3:30 pm

Dance
Introduction to Hip-Hop 
$30 per month| Ages 7 and over 
2 classes per month
Pre-Ballet 
$45 per month | Ages 3 - 4
Introduction to Ballet 
$45 per month | Ages 5 - 7
Ballet 1 
$55 per month | Ages 7 - 9
Jazz Theatre 1 
$45 per month | Ages 6 - 8
Lyrical Modern 
$45 per month | Ages 6 - 8

Gymnastics
Daddy, Mommy, & Me Gymnastics
$45 per month| Ages 18 mos - 2 yrs
Pre-K Gymnastics 
$45 per month | Ages 3 - 4
Gymnastics 1 
$55 per month | Ages 5 - 8
Gymnastics 2/3 
Placement required | $55 per month
Teams, placement, price, and time 
varies

Cheer 
Tiny Cheer | Ages 5 - 6 
Mini Cheer | Ages 7 - 9 
Youth Cheer | Ages 10 - 12 
Each class is $55 per month

Theatre
$60 per month | Ages 9 - 12
2 classes per month

Open Now for Enrollment! 

Instructional 
Classes 

Membership Appreciation Day 

Computer & Language with Koeigo
STEAM | Ages 6 - 18 
Animation | Ages 11 - 18 
3D Design | Ages 11 - 15 
Robotics | Ages 11 - 15 
Japanese | Ages 11 - 18 
Digital Art | Ages 6 - 15 
Programming | Ages 6 - 15 
Each class is $60 per month

Karate
$60 per month  | Ages 5 and over
2 classes per week/8 classes per month 

Pottery
Pottery 1  
$65 per month | Ages 5 -8
2 classes per week/8 classes per month
Pottery 2 
$70 per month | Ages 9 and over
2 classes per week/8 classes per month

*All classes are once a week/4 classes per
month unless otherwise specifi ed*

Youth Center
634-0500 | Bldg 1849
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August 15 -16 I 6 p.m. - 6 a.m. 

$40 I Teen Center Members Only 

Let's celebrate the end of summer with one 

last party! Join us all night for food and fun 

as we enjoy our last weekend of freedom. 

Register via CYPBMS! 

Back to School Ice Cream Social 

Monday, August 18 I 4 - 4:30 p.m. 

Water Thursdays at the Pool 

Thursdays I 12:30 - 3:30 p.m. 

Come hang out with us at Hagerstrom Pool! 

-

I 

,-

Field Trip Fridays 

Join us every Friday this summer as we embark on 

fun and exciting field trips. Register via CYPBMS! 

Teen Center 
634-8443 I Bldg 439

https://youtu.be/8q5j3VtB4Bs


Picnic with Parents 
Tuesday, August 12 
11 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Schilling Ballroom

Meet up with your spouse or 
catch up with friends on the 2nd 
Tuesday of the month during 
lunch hours while your kiddos 
enjoy bounce houses and activity 
books!

In case of bad weather, the event 
will unfortunately be cancelled.

Monday - Friday | 30-minute sessions
$70 per month

Thursdays | 5:45 - 6:45 p.m.

Step into the rhythm with our brand-new 
Ballroom & Salsa Dance Lessons! 
Whether you’re a beginner or want to 
brush up on your skills, this is your 
chance to learn!
$60 for 4 lessons

To register, stop by the Schilling 
Community Center.

Film Friday
Friday, August 8 | 5 - 9 p.m.
Schilling Garden
Featuring: “Meet the Robinsons”

Spend your night under the stars 
and join us for an outdoor movie 
 — al fresco style!  Meet us in the 
garden with your lawn chairs 
and blankets. 

In case of bad weather, 
screening will move indoors to 
the Schilling Ballroom. 

Family Bingo
Wednesday, August 20 • 5 - 7 p.m.
Games begin at 6 p.m. 
Schilling Ballroom 
Theme: Disney

Join Team Schilling for this month’s 
Family Bingo!  Registration opens via 
WebTrac on August 1 at 10 a.m.
Pre-registered individuals may purchase 
additional cards on the day of 
the program. 

$10 per player Expert Level 
(eligible for adult prize)
$5 per player Beginner Level 
(eligible for child prize)

Driver’s Education 
$300 per person
First-time adult drivers | Teens
Active duty
Class fee includes classroom 
learning and 6 hours of behind-the-
wheel training with experienced 
instructors. Day and night time 
classes available for teens and 
fi rst- time adults! Now accepting 
enrollment of Air Force-affi liated 
teens 15 years old and above!
 

Japanese Flower Arrangement 
Saturdays | 11 a.m. - Noon 
$50 registration fee | 3 classes
$10 R4R registration fee | 3 classes
 

Japanese Conversation Classes 
Wednesdays OR Fridays 
5 - 6:30 p.m. 
$40 registration fee | 4 classes
$10 R4R registration fee | 4 classes

Kimono Tapestry Workshop 
Saturday, August 30 
10 - 11:30 a.m.  
$55 registration fee | 1 class
$15 R4R registration fee | 1 class
 

Ballroom & Latin Dance
Thursdays | 5:45 - 6:45 p.m.
$60 registration fee | 4 classes
 

STEM Science
Thursdays | 4 - 5 p.m. 
$40 per month 
1st & 3rd Thursdays | Ages 6 - 9
2nd & 4th Thursdays | Ages 10 - 12
Registration required.

KUMON (Math/Japanese)
Tuesdays & Fridays | 3 - 6 p.m.
1st and 3rd Thursdays | 3 - 6 p.m.
$75 per month for 1 subject 
$150 per month for both subjects
30-minute sessions
Math | Ages 5 - 18
Japanese | Ages 5 & over
Registration required.
 

Cyber Café
Check out our new seating areas 
with charging ports! Free use of CAC 
enabled computers. Nominal fee for 
faxing and printing
 
Ballroom Rental
Capacity: 120 people
$35 - 1 hour
$65 - 2 hours
$80 - 3 hours
$30+ - Extra hours

Shi-Shi Room Rental
Capacity: 36 people
$20 - 1 hour
$25 - 2 hours
$35 - 3 hours
$15+ - Extra hours

Ballr� m and Salsa Dance 
Le� ons

PROGRAMS

SERVICESCLASSES

Schilling 
Community Center
634-1387 | Bldg 455
　         @KadenaCommunityCenter 
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Trusted by professionals and loved by pets, 
Bark2Basics is one of Groomer’s Choice’s 
top house brands, offering salon-quality 
grooming at an affordable price.

Made in the USA, each formula is naturally 
derived, biodegradable, cruelty free and 
soap free. From deep-cleaning shampoos 
to nourishing conditioners, Bark2Basics 
delivers consistent results for every coat 
type and skin concern.

Now available at Karing Kennels to help 
keep your furry friend clean, healthy and 
looking their best! 

Bark2Basics 

Available at Karing Kennels! 

Adoption Facility | 966-7338
036-868-2234 | Bldg 54300
karingadoptionfacility@kadenafss.com

Boarding Facility | 966-7339
036-868-2235 | Bldg 4065
karingkennels@kadenafss.com

Karing Kennels
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Looking for a creative way to get your child excited about 
reading? Head to the Kadena Base Library for a one-of-a-kind 
program that combines storytelling with hands-on learning 
LEGO Bookclub.

Designed for children ages 4 to 10, this engaging event begins 
with the � rst chapter of a fun and age-appropriate book. As 
kids listen, they’re encouraged to think critically about the 
characters, themes and storylines. Then, they bring those 
stories to life using Legos to build creations inspired by what 
they heard. It’s literacy, creativity and critical thinking all rolled 
into one.

LEGO Bookclub meets at 4 p.m. on 
Tuesday, August 12. 

Imagination Takes 
Shape at Kadena 
Base Library’s

LLEEGGOO  
BBooookkcclluubb

More Weekly Highlights:

Kids Craft
1st and 3rd Tuesday
10:30 a.m. (ages 3–6) | 4 p.m. (ages 6–10)
Tween Craft
2nd Tuesday | 2:30 p.m.
Storytime
Every Wednesday | 10:30 a.m. (ages 2–6)
BabyTime
Every Thursday | 11 a.m. (ages 0–2)
(Library closed every 3rd Thursday)
Adult Book Group
4th Monday | 5:30 p.m.

To stay in the loop about upcoming events, follow 
the Kadena Base Library on Facebook.

Closure 
Thursday, August 21 | Sta�  Development

Kadena Library 
Bldg 451 | 634-1502
Mon - Wed | 10 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Thu - Sun | 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.
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